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Mission Revisited - P. N. Holtrop 2011-01-13
In the light of the centennial of the World Mission Conference in Edinburgh (1910-2010), Dutch
missiologists reflect on issues on the borderline between missiology and intercultural theology, with some
international guests joining the choir. Organized in four parts, their contributions open up new perspectives
on the future of the discipline in terms of foundational theology, contextuality, gender, and methodology.
(Series: ContactZone. Explorations in Intercultural Theology - Vol. 10)
Sex and Secularism - Joan Wallach Scott 2019-11-12
"Drawing on a wealth of scholarship by second-wave feminists and historians of religion, race, and
colonialism, Scott shows that the gender equality invoked today as a fundamental and enduring principle
was not originally associated with the term "secularism" when it first entered the lexicon in the nineteenth
century. In fact, the inequality of the sexes was fundamental to the articulation of the separation of church
and state that inaugurated Western modernity. Scott points out that Western nation-states imposed a new
order of women's subordination, assigning them to a feminized familial sphere meant to complement the
rational masculine realms of politics and economics. It was not until the question of Islam arose in the late
twentieth century that gender equality became a primary feature of the discourse of secularism"-Publisher's description
Christianity in the Modern World - James Clarke & Co 2022-01-27
The influence of religion on culture is as strong as ever, but the shape of that influence is unique in today's
pluralistic society. In Christianity in the Modern World, Ambrose Mong examines critically themes of
religious commitment and tolerance, attitudes towards other religions, and the sociological aspects of
religion and inter-religious dialogue. He provides an overview of factors that challenge traditional religion,
from the relationship between monotheistic and polytheistic beliefs to the history of tolerance and
intolerance in the church and the future of secularism. Following the global ethics formulated by the late
Hans Kung, Mong also engages with the dialogue between Jurgen Habermas and Joseph Ratzinger to
provide an extensive defence of the importance of inter-religious dialogue, with particular relevance to
multiple religious belonging in the Asian context. Scholars of world religions will find Mong's analysis
compelling, while students will find his introduction to the historical dialectics underlying many of today's
tensions illuminating.
The Truth Will Make You Free - Robert F. Leavitt 2019-02-07
2020 Association of Catholic Publishers first place award in theology The available literature on the new
evangelization is wide-ranging and focused on issues of ecclesial renewal. In The Truth Will Make You Free,
Fr. Robert Leavitt adopts a different approach to the subject. From Paul VI until Pope Francis, the nature
and challenges of modern secularism have become a recurring factor in the agenda of the new
evangelization, yet often without historical perspective and philosophical balance. Few popular works
bother to examine in such depth and scope, as this book does, what the history, nature, and implications of
the secular age are for revitalizing ministry in an age of optional belief. Written for the interested
layperson, seminarian, theology student, and pastor, The Truth Will Make You Free is an indispensable
catechism for rethinking our understanding of the secular world in proclaiming the Gospel of Christ.
Fault Lines of Modernity - Kitty Millet 2018-09-20
This state of the art collection offers fresh perspectives on why intersections between literature, religion,
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and ethics can address the fault lines of modernity and are not necessarily the cause of modernity's 'faults.'
From a diverse cohort of scholars from around the world, with appointments in comparative literature and
other disciplines, the essays suggest that the imagined hegemony of a Judeo-Christian Western project is
neither exclusively true nor productive. However, the essays also suggest that elements of the Western
religious traditions are important vectors for understanding modernity's complicated relationship to the
past.
Dialectics of Secularization - Benedikt XVI. (Papst) 2006
Two of the worlds great contemporary thinkers--theologian and churchman Joseph Ratzinger, now Pope
Benedict XVI, and Jrgen Habermas, philosopher and Neo-Marxist social critic--discuss and debate aspects
of secularization, and the role of reason and religion in a free society. These insightful essays are the result
of a remarkable dialogue between the two men, sponsored by the Catholic Academy of Bavaria, a little over
a year before Joseph Ratzinger was elected pope.
The Burden of Democracy - Geneviève Souillac 2011
In The Burden of Democracy: The Claims of Cultures and Public Culture, Geneviève Souillac offers an
original contribution to the debate on contemporary democratic ethics and vindicates the universal
development of democracy. This book argues that a public culture articulated around the three principles of
deliberative justice, history and encounter can deepen inclusion, mediation, and democratic pluralism
under conditions of postmodernity.
The Crisis of Democratic Pluralism - Brendan Sweetman 2021-09-14
This book argues that contemporary liberal democracy is reaching a crisis. Brendan Sweetman contends
that this crisis arises from a contentious pluralism involving the rise of incommensurable worldviews that
emerge out of the absolutizing of freedom over time in a democratic setting. This clash of worldviews is
further complicated by a loss of confidence in reason and by the practical failure of public discourse. A
contributory factor is the growing worldview of secularism which needs to be distinguished from both the
process of secularization and the concept of the secular state. After describing the crisis, and exploring
these themes, and also rejecting proposed solutions from recent liberal political theory, Sweetman develops
an approach to pluralist disagreement which requires a re-envisioning of the relationship between religion,
secularism and politics, and which allows a limited place for all worldviews in the state, including religious
worldviews. Engaging with the work of Philip Kitcher, Robert Audi, John Rawls, A.C. Grayling, Martin
Luther King, Cécile Laborde, John Stuart Mill, John Locke, and Plato, Sweetman's approach is a formidable
innovation in the quest to maintain a free and fair society.
An Ethics for Today - Richard Rorty 2011
Richard Rorty is famous, maybe even infamous, for his philosophical nonchalance. His groundbreaking
work not only rejects all theories of truth but also dismisses modern epistemology and its preoccupation
with knowledge and representation. At the same time, the celebrated pragmatist believed there could be no
universally valid answers to moral questions, which led him to a complex view of religion rarely expressed
in his writings. In this posthumous publication, Rorty, a strict secularist, finds in the pragmatic thought of
John Dewey, John Stuart Mill, William James, and George Santayana, among others, a political imagination
shared by religious traditions. His intent is not to promote belief over nonbelief or to blur the distinction
between religious and public domains. Rorty seeks only to locate patterns of similarity and difference so an
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ethics of decency and a politics of solidarity can rise. He particularly responds to Pope Benedict XVI and his
campaign against the relativist vision. Whether holding theologians, metaphysicians, or political ideologues
to account, Rorty remains steadfast in his opposition to absolute uniformity and its exploitation of political
strength.
To Kill Another - Graham McAleer 2017-07-12
Basing his argument on natural law, Graham J. McAleer asserts that only public authority has the right to
intentionally kill. He draws upon the work of Thomas Aquinas and Francisco de Vitoria, defending the claim
that these natural law theorists have developed the best available theory of homicide. To have rule of law in
any meaningful sense, the author argues, there must be protections for the guilty and prohibition against
killing innocents. Western theories of law have drifted steadily towards the privatization of
homicide,despite the fact that it runs counter to rule of law. Public acts of homicide like capital punishment
are now viewed by many as barbaric, while a private act of homicide like the starvation of comatose
patients is viewed by many as a caring gesture both to patient and family. This subversion of the rule of law
is prompted by humanitarian ethics. McAleer argues that humanitarianism is a false friend to those
committed to the rule of law. The problem of human vulnerability makes political theology an inescapable
consideration for law. Readers will find much to reflect upon in this book. McAleer's argument can be read
as a cultural chapter in the history of moral ideas, but also as a close and timely reading of a grim subject.
Dialogues between Faith and Reason - John H. Smith 2011-10-15
The contemporary theologian Hans Küng has asked if the "death of God," proclaimed by Nietzsche as the
event of modernity, was inevitable. Did the empowering of new forms of rationality in Western culture
beginning around 1500 lead necessarily to the reduction or privatization of faith? In Dialogues between
Faith and Reason, John H. Smith traces a major line in the history of theology and the philosophy of religion
down the "slippery slope" of secularization—from Luther and Erasmus, through Idealism, to Nietzsche,
Heidegger, and contemporary theory such as that of Derrida, Habermas, Vattimo, and Asad. At the same
time, Smith points to the persistence of a tradition that grew out of the Reformation and continues in the
mostly Protestant philosophical reflection on whether and how faith can be justified by reason. In this
accessible and vigorously argued book, Smith posits that faith and reason have long been locked in mutual
engagement in which they productively challenge each other as partners in an ongoing "dialogue." Smith is
struck by the fact that although in the secularized West the death of God is said to be fundamental to the
modern condition, our current post-modernity is often characterized as a "postsecular" time. For Smith, this
means not only that we are experiencing a broad-based "return of religion" but also, and more important
for his argument, that we are now able to recognize the role of religion within the history of modernity.
Emphasizing that, thanks to the logos located "in the beginning," the death of God is part of the inner logic
of the Christian tradition, he argues that this same strand of reasoning also ensures that God will always
"return" (often in new forms). In Smith's view, rational reflection on God has both undermined and justified
faith, while faith has rejected and relied on rational argument. Neither a defense of atheism nor a call to
belief, his book explores the long history of their interaction in modern religious and philosophical thought.
Narratives of Secularization - Peter Harrison 2018-12-07
It is increasingly clear that histories of secularization are not simply dispassionate descriptions of the
decline of religious belief and practice in the West. Rather, such narratives often seek to celebrate
secularization, promote some version of it, lament it, or otherwise oppose it in favour of a programme of
desecularization or resacralization. The aim of this book is to identify some of the major genres of the
history of secularization and to explore their historical contexts, normative commitments, and tendential
purposes. The contributors to the volume offer different perspectives on these questions, not least because
a number of them are themselves participants in the cultural-political programs described above. The
primary purpose of this book, however, is the identification of such programs rather than their promotion.
Overall, the collection seeks to bring analytical clarity to ongoing debates about secularization and help
explain the co-existence of apparently conflicting stories about the origins of Western modernity. This book
was originally published as a special issue of the Intellectual History Review journal.
Routledge Handbook of Islam in the West - Roberto Tottoli 2014-09-19
Islam has long been a part of the West in terms of religion, culture, politics and society. Discussing this
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interaction from al-Andalus to the present, this Handbook explores the influence Islam has had, and
continues to exert; particularly its impact on host societies, culture and politics. Highlighting specific
themes and topics in history and culture, chapters cover: European paradigms Muslims in the Americas
Cultural interactions Islamic cultural contributions to the Western world Western contributions to Islam
Providing a sound historical background, from which a nuanced overview of Islam and Western society can
be built, the Routledge Handbook of Islam in the West brings to the fore specific themes and topics that
have generated both reciprocal influence, and conflict. Presenting readers with a range of perspectives
from scholars based in Europe, the US, and the Middle East, this Handbook challenges perceptions on both
western and Muslim sides and will be an invaluable resource for policymakers and academics with an
interest in the History of Islam, Religion and the contemporary relationship between Islam and the West.
Enlightenment and Secularism - Christopher Nadon 2013-04-18
Enlightenment and Secularism is a collection of twenty eight essays that seek to understand the connection
between the European Enlightenment and the emergence of secular societies, as well as the character or
nature of those societies.
The Critique of Religion and Religion’s Critique - 2020-04-14
The Critique of Religion and Religion’s Critique: On Dialectical Religiology, is a book compiled in honour of
Rudolf J. Siebert, Critical Theorist of Society and Religion. It is meant to both illuminate and interrogate his
critical approach to the study of religion: Dialectical Religiology.
State Religious Education and the State of Religious Life - Liam Gearon 2018-04-04
This book explores recent calls to increase instruction of the Bible in American public schools. The work
develops a distinctive philosophical and trans-Atlantic assessment of these proposals by critiquing
European approaches to religious education and by reviewing the role of religion in contemporary
democracies. The work will spark debate among political scientists, policy experts, Religious Education
instructors, theologians, and social and educational theorists.
A Communication Perspective on Interfaith Dialogue - Daniel S. Brown Jr. 2013-01-30
Communication theory provides a compelling way to understand how people of faith can and should work
together in today’s tumultuous world. In A Communication Perspective on Interfaith Dialogue, fifteen
authors present their experiences and analyses of interfaith dialogue, and contextualize interfaith work
within the frame of rhetorical and communication studies. While the focus is on the Abrahamic faiths, these
essays also include discussion of Hinduism and interracial faith efforts. Each chapter incorporates
communication theories that bring clarity to the practices and problems of interfaith communication.
Where other interfaith books provide theological, political, or sociological insights, this volume is
committed to the perspectives contained in communication scholarship. Interfaith dialogue is best imagined
as an organic process, and it does not require theological heavyweights gathered for academic banter. As
such, this volume focuses on the processes and means by which interfaith meaning is produced.
The Challenge of Pluralism - J. Christopher Soper 2017-01-31
In a thoroughly revised and expanded edition that now includes France, this essential text offers a rigorous,
systematic comparison of church-state relations in six Western nations: the United States, France, England,
Germany, the Netherlands, and Australia. As successful and stable political democracies, these countries
share a commitment to protecting the religious rights of their citizens. The book demonstrates, however,
that each has taken substantially different approaches to resolving basic church-state questions. The
authors examine both the historical roots of those differences and more recent conflicts over Islam and
other religious minorities, explain how contemporary church-state issues are addressed, and provide a
framework for assessing the success of each of the six states in protecting the religious rights of its citizens
using a framework based on the ideal of governmental neutrality and evenhandedness toward people of all
faiths and of none. Responding to the general confusion about the relationship between church and state in
the West, this book offers a much-needed comparative analysis of a topic that is increasingly a source of
political conflict. The authors argue that the US conception of church-state separation, with its emphasis on
avoiding government establishment of religion, is unique among political democracies and discriminates
against religious groups by denying religious organizations access to government services provided to other
organizations. The authors persuasively conclude that the United States can learn a great deal from other
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Western nations in promoting religious neutrality and the free exercise of religion.
Towards a New Catholic Church in Advanced Modernity - Staf Hellemans 2012
A new Catholic Church is emerging in the West, one that is very different from the Church before 1960.
This book describes the new Church-in-the-making - its new position in society, its new structuring and
workings, and its new frame of mind. The book also looks in a prospective way at some basic issues the
Church has to deal with, such as imagining the Church in advanced modernity, attracting both youth and
adults, rebuilding local communities, refashioning liturgy, and rethinking pastoral guidance. The book is
the result of an interdisciplinary endeavor by philosophers, sociologists, and theologians. (Series: Tilburg
Theological Studies / Tilburger Theologische Studien - Vol. 5)
Geographies of Postsecularity - Paul Cloke 2019-01-03
This book explores the hopeful possibility that emerging geographies of postsecularity are able to
contribute significantly to the understanding of how common life may be shared, and how caring for the
common goods of social justice, well-being, equality, solidarity and respect for difference may be imagined
and practiced. Drawing on recent geographic theory to recalibrate ideas of the postsecular public sphere,
the authors develop the case for postsecularity as a condition of being that is characterised by practices of
receptive generosity, rapprochement between religious and secular ethics, and a hopeful re-enchantment
and re-shaping of desire towards common life. The authors highlight the contested formation of ethical
subjectivity under neoliberalism and the emergence of postsecularity within this process as an ethicallyattuned politics which changes relations between religion and secularity and animates novel, hopeful
imaginations, subjectivities, and praxes as alternatives to neoliberal norms. The spaces and subjectivities of
emergent postsecularity are examined through a series of innovative case studies, including food banks,
drug and alcohol treatment, refugee humanitarian activism in Calais, homeless participatory art projects,
community responses to the Christchurch earthquakes in New Zealand, amongst others. The book also
traces the global conditions for postsecularity beyond the Western and predominantly Christian-secular
nexus of engagement. This is a valuable resource for students in several academic disciplines, including
geography, sociology, politics, religious studies, international development and anthropology. It will be of
great interest to secular and faith-based practitioners working in religion, spirituality, politics or more
widely in public policy, urban planning and community development.
Knowledge and Civil Society - Johannes Glückler 2021-12-08
This open access book focuses on the role of civil society in the creation, dissemination, and interpretation
of knowledge in geographical contexts. It offers original, interdisciplinary and counterintuitive perspectives
on civil society. The book includes reflections on civil and uncivil society, the role of civil society as a
change agent, and on civil society perspectives of undone science. Conceptual approaches go beyond the
tripartite division of public, private and civic sectors to propose new frameworks of civic networks and
philanthropic fields, which take an inclusive view of the connectivity of civic agency across sectors. This
includes relational analyses of epistemic power in civic knowledge networks as well as of regional giving
and philanthropy. The original empirical case studies examine traditional forms of civic engagement, such
as the German landwomen’s associations, as well as novel types of organizations, such as giving circles and
time banks in their geographical context. The book also offers insider reflections on doing civil society, such
as the cases of the Umbrella Movement in Hong Kong, epistemic activism in the United States, and the
#FeesMustFall movement in South Africa.
Formations of Belief - Philip Nord 2019-09-17
For decades, scholars and public intellectuals have been predicting the demise of religion in the face of
secularization. Yet religion is undergoing an unprecedented resurgence in modern life—and secularization
no longer appears so inevitable. Formations of Belief brings together many of today's leading historians to
shed critical light on secularism's origins, its present crisis, and whether it is as antithetical to religion as it
is so often made out to be. Formations of Belief offers a more nuanced understanding of the origins of
secularist thought, demonstrating how Reformed Christianity and the Enlightenment were not the sole
vessels of a worldview based on rationalism and individual autonomy. Taking readers from late antiquity to
the contemporary era, the contributors show how secularism itself can be a form of belief and yet how its
crisis today has been brought on by its apparent incapacity to satisfy people's spiritual needs. They explore
the-dialectics-of-secularization-on-reason-and-religion

the rise of the humanistic study of religion in Europe, Jewish messianism, atheism and last rites in the
Soviet Union, the cult of the saints in colonial Mexico, religious minorities and Islamic identity in Pakistan,
the neuroscience of religion, and more. Based on the Shelby Cullom Davis Center Seminars at Princeton
University, this incisive book features illuminating essays by Peter Brown, Yaacob Dweck, Peter E. Gordon,
Anthony Grafton, Brad S. Gregory, Stefania Pastore, Caterina Pizzigoni, Victoria Smolkin, Max Weiss, and
Muhammad Qasim Zaman.
Groundless Gods - Eric E Hall 2014-12-25
'Groundless Gods: The Theological Prospects of Post-Metaphysical Thought' deals with possible
interpretations of an emerging interest in contemporary theology: postmetaphysical theology. This book
attempts to openly come to grips, not only with whatmetaphysics and postmetaphysics imply, but also with
what it could mean to do or not do theology from the standpoint of the nonmetaphysician. The book asks,
for instance, whether this world has any singular definition, and whether God is some being standing apart
from the world or an experience within the world.
Hallowed Secularism - B. Ledewitz 2009-03-02
Bruce Ledewitz proposes a Reformation in secular thinking. He shows that in opposition to today's
aggressive Atheism, religious sources are necessary if secularism is to promote fulfilling human
relationships and peaceful international relations. Amid signs that secularism is growing in unhealthy ways,
Ledewitz proposes a new secular way to live.
The Secular Outlook - Paul Cliteur 2010-09-29
The Secular Outlook: In Defense of Moral and Political Secularism shows how people can live together and
overcome the challenge of religious terrorism by adopting a "secular outlook" on life and politics. Shows
how secularism can answer the problem of religious terrorism Provides new perspectives on how religious
minorities can be integrated into liberal democracies Reveals how secularism has gained a new political
and moral significance. Also examines such topics as atheism, religious criticism and free speech
Remembrance of Things Past? - Michael J. Thate 2013
In this book, Michael J. Thate offers an experiment in reception criticism in its consideration of the
formation and reception of the historical Jesus discourse. He also attempts to historicize Leben-JesuForschung within debates and narratives of secularization. These two foci guide the book through its two
parts. First Thate explicates Schweitzer's dominant archival function in Leben-Jesu-Forschung, while
aiming to make fragile the "grand architect's" receptive hegemony. Then he combines critical memory
theory and other theoretical readings of the material in an attempt to refocus the study of the historical
Jesus as early Christian memory politics in the service of identity explication. He attempts to problematize
Schweitzer's legacy of a tidy systematic approach in which much of historical Jesus scholarship continues to
operate.
Habermas and Religion - Craig Calhoun 2013-12-17
To the surprise of many readers, Jürgen Habermas has recently made religion a major theme of his work.
Emphasizing both religion's prominence in the contemporary public sphere and its potential contributions
to critical thought, Habermas's engagement with religion has been controversial and exciting, putting much
of his own work in fresh perspective and engaging key themes in philosophy, politics and social theory.
Habermas argues that the once widely accepted hypothesis of progressive secularization fails to account for
the multiple trajectories of modernization in the contemporary world. He calls attention to the
contemporary significance of "postmetaphysical" thought and "postsecular" consciousness - even in
Western societies that have embraced a rationalistic understanding of public reason. Habermas and
Religion presents a series of original and sustained engagements with Habermas's writing on religion in the
public sphere, featuring new work and critical reflections from leading philosophers, social and political
theorists, and anthropologists. Contributors to the volume respond both to Habermas's ambitious and welldeveloped philosophical project and to his most recent work on religion. The book closes with an extended
response from Habermas - itself a major statement from one of today's most important thinkers.
The Oxford Handbook of Religion, Conflict, and Peacebuilding - Atalia Omer 2015
This title provides a comprehensive, interdisciplinary account of the scholarship on religion, conflict, and
peacebuilding. Extending that inquiry beyond its traditional parameters, the volume explores the legacies
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of colonialism, missionary activism, secularism, orientalism, and liberalism. While featuring case studies
from diverse contexts and traditions, the volume is organised thematically.
Pro Ecclesia Vol 17-N3 - Pro Ecclesia 2008-08-15
Pro Ecclesia is a quarterly journal of theology published by the Center for Catholic and Evangelical
Theology. It seeks to give contemporary expression to the one apostolic faith and its classic traditions,
working for and manifesting the church's unity by research, theological construction, and free exchange of
opinion. Members of its advisory council represent communities committed to the authority of Holy
Scripture, ecumenical dogmatic teaching and the structural continuity of the church, and are themselves
dedicated to maintaining and invigorating these commitments. The journal publishes biblical, liturgical,
historical and doctrinal articles that promote or illumine its purposes. Ways to subscribe: Call toll-free:
800-273-2223 Email: journals@rowman.com For back-issues, please contact journals@rowman.com
Editorial inquiries: Joseph Mangina, joseph.mangina@utoronto.ca Submissions should be sent by email
attachment in Microsoft Word, double-spaced, with identifying marks removed for the purposes of blind
peer review. Book review inquiries: Chad Pecknold, pecknold@cua.edu Advertising inquiries: Charles Roth,
Jr., charlie@spireads.com Subscription inquiries: journals@rowman.com ISSN: 1063-8512
Natural Law and Religious Freedom - J. Daryl Charles 2017-07-20
Every successive generation finds fresh reasons for the study of natural law. Current interest in the natural
law may well be due to a pervasive moral pessimism in the Western cultural context and wider
contemporary geopolitical challenges. Those geopolitical challenges result from two significant and
worrisome global developments – unprecedented violent persecution of religious minorities on several
continents and a growing climate of secular hostility toward religious faith in Western societies. Natural
Law and Religious Freedom aims to address what is relatively absent from the literature by demonstrating
the importance of natural law ethics in both establishing and preserving basic human rights, of which
religious freedom has pride of place. Probing contemporary challenges to natural law thinking that are both
internal and external to religious faith, and examining the character and constitution of natural law ethics,
Natural Law and Religious Freedom will be of interest to theologians, ethicists and philosophers as well as
policy analysts, politicians and activists who are concerned to anchor religious freedom and human rights
policy considerations in an enduring way.
Religion and European Society - Ben Schewel 2019-08-05
A contemporary examination of the role of religion in the European public sphere and beyond Although the
role of religion has arguably declined in the societies of Western and Northern Europe, religious
participation in other parts of the continent and among growing immigrant communities remains an
important aspect of daily life. Recent years have seen a resurgence of religion in the public sphere,
prompting many researchers to view European secularism as an outlier in this global trend. Religion and
European Society: A Primer presents recent academic literature that explores key developments and
current debates in the field, covering topics such as changing patterns of belief, religion across the political
spectrum, and development and humanitarian aid. Articles written by leading scholars draw from wellestablished findings to help readers contemplate the role of religion in public life, understand the
assumptions and underpinnings of the secular worldview, and develop new ways of thinking about global
issues relevant to contemporary global affairs. Each theme is addressed by several articles to provide
readers with diverse, sometimes competing perspectives. This volume offers concepts and ideas that can be
used in various policy, practitioner, and academic settings—clarifying overarching concepts and trends
rather than analyzing specific policy issues that can quickly become outdated. Addresses issues of
contemporary importance such as demographic changes in religious observance, increased immigration,
the emergence of new religious movements, and changes in more established religions Explores the ethical
and philosophical concepts as well as the practical, everyday consequences of European post-secularism
Challenges widespread assumptions about the secular nature of the modern public sphere Offers analytical
tools as well as practical policy recommendations on a range of issues including media, regulation, gender,
conflict and peacebuilding, immigration and humanitarianism. Designed to move research findings from
academic journals to the realm of public discourse, Religion and European Society: A Primer is a valuable
source of information for practitioners within and outside of Europe of religious studies, politics, and
the-dialectics-of-secularization-on-reason-and-religion

international affairs.
Cast Down - Mark J. Miller 2016-04-15
In Cast Down: Abjection in America, 1700-1850, Mark J. Miller argues that transatlantic Protestant
discourses of abjection engaged with, and furthered the development of, concepts of race and sexuality in
the creation of public subjects and public spheres.
Religion after Secularization in Australia - Timothy Stanley 2015-09-01
Religion's persistent and new visibility in political life has prompted a significant global debate. One of this
debate's key features concerns the nature and impact of secularization. This collection of essays draws
together leading sociologists, historians, philosophers of religion, and political theorists in order to provide
a broad and up-to-date account of religion after secularization. Contributors explore the meaning and
conceptual legacies of religion, as well as the unique features of the Australian case such as religion as it
relates to law, education, gender, media, and radical political movements. Intervening in the current
debate, this book provides summative accounts of the historical, cultural, and legal interactions that have
informed Australia’s relationship to religion and secularization. Contributors critically analyze and engage
with secular political theory concerning the public sphere, while also dissecting deliberative politics and
democratic practices. This book propels the debate over religion’s place in public life in new directions and
promotes urgently needed public understanding.
Secularization and the World Religions - Klaus Wiegandt 2009-01-01
This volume concerns itself with the connections between religions and the social world and with the
extent, limits, and future of secularization. Dealing with the major religious traditions and their explicit or
implicit ideas about the individual, social, and political order, as well as offering an overview of the
religious situation in important geographical areas, Secularization and the World Religions analyzes the
legal organization of the relationship between state and religion—as well as the role of the natural
sciences—in a global perspective. Contributors include such internationally renowned scholars as Winfried
Brugger, José Casanova, Hans Joas, and Hans Kippenberg.
Between Naturalism and Religion - Jürgen Habermas 2014-11-06
Two countervailing trends mark the intellectual tenor of our age – the spread of naturalistic worldviews and
religious orthodoxies. Advances in biogenetics, brain research, and robotics are clearing the way for the
penetration of an objective scientific self-understanding of persons into everyday life. For philosophy, this
trend is associated with the challenge of scientific naturalism. At the same time, we are witnessing an
unexpected revitalization of religious traditions and the politicization of religious communities across the
world. From a philosophical perspective, this revival of religious energies poses the challenge of a
fundamentalist critique of the principles underlying the modern Wests postmetaphysical understanding of
itself. The tension between naturalism and religion is the central theme of this major new book by Jürgen
Habermas. On the one hand he argues for an appropriate naturalistic understanding of cultural evolution
that does justice to the normative character of the human mind. On the other hand, he calls for an
appropriate interpretation of the secularizing effects of a process of social and cultural rationalization
increasingly denounced by the champions of religious orthodoxies as a historical development peculiar to
the West. These reflections on the enduring importance of religion and the limits of secularism under
conditions of postmetaphysical reason set the scene for an extended treatment the political significance of
religious tolerance and for a fresh contribution to current debates on cosmopolitanism and a constitution
for international society.
The Oxford Handbook of Secularism - Phil Zuckerman 2017
As recent headlines reveal, conflicts and debates around the world increasingly involve secularism.
National borders and traditional religions cannot keep people in tidy boxes as political struggles, doctrinal
divergences, and demographic trends are sweeping across regions and entire continents. And secularity is
increasing in society, with a growing number of people in many regions having no religious affiliation or
lacking interest in religion. Simultaneously, there is a resurgence of religious participation in the politics of
many countries. How might these diverse phenomena be better understood? Long-reigning theories about
the pace of secularization and ideal church-state relations are under invigorated scrutiny by scholars
studying secularism with new questions, better data, and fresh perspectives. The Oxford Handbook of
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Secularism offers a wide-ranging and in-depth examination of this global conversation, bringing together
the views of an international collection of prominent experts in their respective fields. This is the essential
volume for comprehending the core issues and methodological approaches to the demographics and
sociology of secularity; the history and variety of political secularisms; the comparison of constitutional
secularisms across many countries from America to Asia; the key problems now convulsing church-state
relations; the intersections of liberalism, multiculturalism, and religion; the latest psychological research
into secular lives and lifestyles; and the naturalistic and humanistic worldviews available to nonreligious
people.
Explorations in Post-Secular Metaphysics - Josef Bengtson 2015-11-02
This book explores the metaphysical assumptions that underlie different interpretations of the relationship
between religion and the secular, faith and reason, and transcendence and immanence. It explores different
answers to the question of how people of diverse religious and cultural identities can live together
peacefully.
Deep Calls to Deep - Rabbi Tony Bayfield 2017-04-30
Breaking new ground in Christian – Jewish dialogue Deep Calls to Deep uses a new paradigm, one which is
marked by “experiential theology”: a theology that addresses and emerges out of day to day lived
experience of practising Christians and Jews. The product of a unique four year dialogue process designed, orchestrated and led by Rabbi Tony Bayfield - the book brings together a diverse array of
important Christian and Jewish scholars to engage in conversation. Themes discussed include Modern
Western culture; how Christians and Jews should live in a modern Western democracy; how Christians and
Jews cope with their past; the legacy of our shared Scriptures; the question of religious absolutism; the
meaning of respect; Christian particularism; and the land of Israel. A Dialogical Roadmap Tony Bayfield 1
The Third Dialogue Partner: How Do We Experience Modern Western Culture? 19 Liberating Individuals
and Challenging Communities 21 Elli Tikvah Sarah Time, Space and the Possibility of God 36 Stephen
Roberts Further Reflections 51 Tony Bayfield 2 How Should Christians and Jews Live in a Modern Western
Democracy? 57 Inside Out or Outside In 59 Steve Williams Democracy and Its (My) Jewish Discontents 72
Jeremy Gordon Further Reflections 85 Tony Bayfield 3 How Do We Cope with Our Past? 91 Coming to
Terms with the Past: Introduction 93 David Gillett and Michael Hilton ‘The Jews’ in John’s Gospel 95
Michael Hilton William of Norwich and Echoes through the Ages 103 David Gillett Holocaust Memorial Day
119 Michael Hilton and David Gillett Coming to Terms with the Past: Conclusion 128 David Gillett and
Michael Hilton Further Reflections 129 Tony Bayfield 4 The Legacy of Our Scriptures 135 Beyond the
Wilderness: Transforming Our Readings of Jewish and Christian Scriptures 137 Alexandra Wright Reading
Together: Receiving the Legacies of Our Scriptures Today 153 David F. Ford Further Reflections 167 Tony
Bayfield 5 Religious Absolutism 173 Rethinking Revelation, Exclusivity, Dialogue and Mission 175 Alan
Race A Jewish Theology Embracing Difference 189 Debbie Young-Somers Further Reflections 202 Tony
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Bayfield 6 What Does Respect between People of Faith Mean? 207 The Heart of How Things Ought to Be
209 Wendy Fidler Negotiating the Complexities of You and Me 222 Joy Barrow Further Reflections 237
Tony Bayfield 7 Christian Particularity 241 Incarnation and Trinity 243 Patrick Morrow Friendship and
Respect in the Face of Impenetrable Doctrine 264 Vivian Silverman Morrow, Maimonides and Torah in
Translation 270 Natan Levy Response to Patrick Morrow: We Are the Louse in Your Fur 276 Michael Hilton
and Victor Seedman Further Reflections 286 Tony Bayfield 8 Jewish Particularism 291 Spying on Israel:
Morality of a Promised Land 293 Natan Levy Christians, Jews and the Land 308 Teresa Brittain Further
Reflections 320 Tony Bayfield Concluding Thoughts David F. Ford
The i-zation of Society, Religion, and Neoliberal Post-Secularism - Adam Possamai 2017-10-30
This book explores the elective affinity of religion and post-secularism with neoliberalism. With the help of
digital capitalism, neoliberalism dominates, more and more, all aspects of life, and religion is not left
unaffected. While some faith groups are embracing this hegemony, and others are simply following the
signs of the times, changes have been so significant that religion is no longer what it used to be. Linking
theories from Fredric Jameson and George Ritzer, this book presents the argument that our present society
is going through a process of i-zation in which (1) capitalism dominates not only our outer, social lives
(through, for example, global capitalism) but also our inner, personal lives, through its expansion in the
digital world, facilitated by various i-technology applications; (2) the McDonaldization process has now
been normalized; and (3) religiosity has been standardized. Reviewing the new inequalities present in this isociety, the book considers their impact on Jurgen Habermas’s project of post-secularism, and appraises the
roles that various religions may have in supporting and/or countering this process. It concludes by arguing
that Habermas’s post-secular project will occur but that, paradoxically, the religious message(s) will be
instrumentalized for capitalist purposes.
Christianity in the Modern World - Ambrose Mong 2022-01-01
The influence of religion on culture is as strong as ever, but the shape of that influence is unique in today’s
pluralistic society. In Christianity in the Modern World, Ambrose Mong examines critically themes of
religious commitment and tolerance, attitudes towards other religions, and the sociological aspects of
religion and inter-religious dialogue. He provides an overview of factors that challenge traditional religion,
from the relationship between monotheistic and polytheistic beliefs to the history of tolerance and
intolerance in the church and the future of secularism. Following the global ethics formulated by the late
Hans Küng, Mong also engages with the dialogue between Jürgen Habermas and Joseph Ratzinger to
provide an extensive defence of the importance of inter-religious dialogue, with particular relevance to
multiple religious belonging in the Asian context. Scholars of world religions will find Mong’s analysis
compelling, while students will find his introduction to the historical dialectics underlying many of today’s
tensions illuminating.
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