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(University of Calgary), Thomas M. Kemple
(University of British Columbia), Hermann Korte
(emeritus, University of Hamburg, Germany),
Helmut Kuzmics (University of Graz, Austria),
Stephen Mennell (National University of
Ireland), Thomas Salumets, Thomas J. Scheff
(emeritus, University of California in Santa
Barbara), Ulrich C. Teucher (University of
British Columbia), Annette Treibel (Pedagogical
University of Karlsruhe), and Cas Wouters
(Utrecht University, Netherlands).
Violence and Punishment - Pieter Spierenburg
2013-08-22
This innovative book tells the fascinating tale of
the long histories of violence, punishment, and
the human body, and how they are all
connected. Taking the decline of violence and
the transformation of punishment as its guiding
themes, the book highlights key dynamics of
historical and social change, and charts how a
refinement and civilizing of manners, and new
forms of celebration and festival, accompanied
the decline of violence. Pieter Spierenburg, a
leading figure in historical criminology, skillfully
extends his view over three continents, back to
the middle ages and even beyond to the Stone
Age. Ranging along the way from murder to
etiquette, from social control to popular culture,
from religion to death, and from honor to
prisons, every chapter creatively uses the
theories of Norbert Elias, while also engaging
with the work of Foucault and Durkheim. The
scope and rigor of the analysis will strongly
interest scholars of criminology, history, and
sociology, while the accessible style and the
intriguing stories on which the book builds will
appeal to anyone interested in the history of

Norbert Elias and Modern Sociology - Eric
Dunning 2013-01-31
This book endeavours to bring the sociology of
Elias to a new and wider audience through
offering accessible explanations of some of his
key ideas.
Norbert Elias and Human
Interdependencies - Thomas Salumets
2001-08-27
While the opposing paradigms of globalization
and fragmentation compete in often bloody and
destructive ways in the world today, this book
convincingly reminds us of the importance of
finding out more about the complex and
changing ways in which we are connected. The
authors demonstrate that the more we
understand our connectedness and deal with its
consequences, the less dependent and helpless
we become. The critical, multidisciplinary
perspectives they offer cover a wide range of
subjects, from the world wide web to medieval
poetry, nations and gender, cancer narratives
and money, emotion management and the
financial markets, and the American civilizing
process and the repression of shame. The
contributions bear witness to Elias's innovative
achievements while the authors continue his
stunning explorations, extending them into other
areas of the humanities and the sciences, and
presenting their own wide-ranging and
penetrating insights into our mutual
dependence. Contributors are Jorge Arditi
(SUNY-Buffalo), Godfried Van Benthem Van Den
Bergh (emeritus, Erasmus University,
Rotterdam), Reinhard Blomert (Humboldt
University, Germany and Karl-Franzens
University, Austria), Stephen Guy-Bray
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violence and punishment in civilization.
State Formation and Civilization the
Civilizing Process - Norbert Elias 1978

dynamic theories of the evolution of modern man
have remedied the historical and epistemological
shortcomings of structualism and ethnomethodology. What is Sociology? refines the
arguments that were first found in Elias' massive
work on the civilizing process, in which he
formulated his major assertions about the
interdependence of the making of modern man
and modern society. It is Elias' contention that
changes in personality structure--embodied in
phenomena ranging from table manners and
hygiene habits to rites of punishment and courtly
love--inevitably reflect and mould patterns of
control generated by new political and social
instututions. Elias' rejection of a dichotomy
between individual and society, and his use of
psychoanalysis, political theory, and social
history, help restore a fullness of resource to
sociology.
The Civilizing Process - Norbert Elias 1978

Norbert Elias - Richard Kilminster 2007-11-13
Few sociologists of the first rank have
scandalised the academic world to the extent
that Elias did. Developed out of the German
sociology of knowledge in the 1920s, Elias’s
sociology contains a sweeping radicalism which
declares an academic ‘war on all your houses’.
His sociology of the ‘human condition’ sweeps
aside the contemporary focus on ‘modernity’ and
rejects most of the paradigms of sociology as
one-sided, economistic, teleological,
individualistic and/or rationalistic. As
sociologists, Elias also asks us to distance
ourselves from mainstream psychology, history
and above all, philosophy, which is summarily
abandoned, although carried forward on a
higher level. This enlightening book written by a
close friend and pupil of Elias, is the first book to
explain the refractory, uncomfortable, side of
Elias’s sociological radicalism and to brace us
for its implications. It is also the first in-depth
analysis of Elias’s last work The Symbol Theory
in the light of selected contemporary
developments in archaeology, anthropology and
evolutionary theory.
Quest for Excitement - Norbert Elias 1986-01
Discusses classical Greek wrestling, the English
foxhunt, medieval ball games, and modern
soccer, and examines the psychological,
sociological, and biological aspects of sports
Norbert Elias and Social Theory - François
Dépelteau 2013-11-18
This book will compare the approach and works
of Norbert Elias, well known for his analysis of
the civilizing process, his work on sport and
violence and, more largely, his figurational
approach, with other important social theories
both classical and contemporary.
What is Sociology? - Norbert Elias 1978
What is Sociology? presents in concise and
provocative form the major ideas of a seminal
thinker whose work--spanning more than four
decades--is only now gaining the recognition
here it has long had in Germany and France.
Unlike other post-war sociologists, Norbert Elias
has always held the concept of historical
development among his central concerns; his
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The Impact of the 2012 Olympic and
Paralympic Games - K. Dixon 2014-12-10
The London 2012 Olympics and Paralympics
were seen as a success and the hosts were
praised for the promotion of equality, tolerance
and unity as well as inspiring a legacy to
continue these values. This volume contains a
collection of sociological case studies which
critically assess the diverse impacts of London
2012 and its key controversies.
Un-Civilizing Processes? - 2016-08-29
The collapse of the supposedly ‘civilized’
German nation into the ‘barbarism’ of Hitler’s
Third Reich has cast a long shadow over
interpretations of German culture and society. In
the remarkable work of Norbert Elias, himself a
refugee from Nazi Germany, a deep concern
with the distinctiveness of ‘the Germans’ is
linked with an ambitious attempt to work out
more general relations between broad historical
processes – patterns of state formation,
changing social structures – and the character of
the individual self, as evidenced in changing
thresholds of shame and embarrassment. In
critical engagement with Elias’s notion of the
‘civilizing process’, the essays collected here
explore moments of excess and transgression,
moments when the very boundaries of
‘civilization’ are both constructed and
challenged. Inter-disciplinary contributions – on
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topics ranging from medieval laughter, cursing
and swearing, through to music, the bourgeois
self, and aspects of modern violence – highlight
the complexity of inter-relations between the
individual imagination and creativity, on the one
hand, and the brute facts of political power and
social structural inequalities, on the other; and
develop new insights into the changing patterns
of culture and society in Germany from the
Middle Ages to the present.
Classical Readings on Culture and
Civilization - Stephen Mennell 2017-10-03
In recent times, especially under the influence of
postmodernism, culture has often been
construed as a critique of modernity. This wideranging and comprehensive collection of
readings shows that such issues have always
been at the centre of thought about the
relationship between culture and civilization The
readings are divided into three sections, linking
the civilization debate to political theory, to the
cultural debate and to the sociology and
anthropology. The substantial extracts included
give students a rare chance to engage at length
with classic texts to appreciate the nature of the
battle between the Enlightenment and its critics
which has shaped current thought. Classical
Readings on Culture and Civilisation presents
essays from Immanuel Kant, Adam Ferguson,
Thomas Jefferson, Alexis de Tocqueville,
Friedrich von Schiller, Friedrich Nietzche, Georg
Simmel, Thomas Mann, Sigmund Freud, Emile
Durkheim, Marcel Mauss, Lucien Febvre, Alfred
Weber, Robert E. Park and Norbert Elias.
The Civilizing Process and the Past We Now
Abhor - Bruce Fleming 2022-04-20
Drawing on the thought of Norbert Elias and
using as a thread a purposely apolitical example
of cruelty to animals to focus on changes in
attitudes, this book explores the ways in which
we deal with a past that we now abhor. As we
struggle to deal with the fact that our past
shapes us—indeed is us, but is not us—and
cannot be changed, the modern tendency is to
demand merely cosmetic rather than real
changes to the world and to judge harshly the
individuals with whom the past is populated,
pulling down statues or re-naming institutions.
An examination of our modern colonialism of
time rather than place, which refuses to
consider or accept the fact that without our past,
the-civilizing-process-norbert-elias

we wouldn’t be here at all, let alone in a position
to judge, The Civilizing Process and the Past We
Now Abhor will appeal to scholars and students
of sociology, cultural studies, and literature with
interests in contemporary questions of race,
morality, and efforts to correct the wrongs of our
past.
The American Civilizing Process - Stephen
Mennell 2013-04-24
Since 9/11, the American government has
presumed to speak and act in the name of
‘civilization’. But isthat how the rest of the world
sees it? And if not, why not? Stephen Mennell
leads up to such contemporary questions
through a careful study of the whole span of
American development, from the first settlers to
the American Empire. He takes a novel
approach, analysing the USA’s experience in the
light of Norbert Elias’s theory of civilizing (and
decivilizing) processes. Drawing comparisons
between the USA and other countries of the
world, the topics discussed include: American
manners and lifestyles Violence in American
society The impact of markets on American
social character American expansion, from the
frontier to empire The ‘curse of the American
Dream’ and increasing inequality The religiosity
of American life Mennell shows how the longterm experience of Americans has been of
growing more and more powerful in relation to
their neighbours. This has had all-pervasive
effects on the way they see themselves, their
perception of the rest of the world, and how the
rest of the world sees them. Mennell’s
compelling and provocative account will appeal
to anyone concerned about America's role in the
world today, including students and scholars of
American politics and society.
A History of Manners and Civility in Thailand Patrick Jory 2021-01-07
An innovative new social history of Thailand told
through the lens of changing ideals of manners,
civility and behaviour.
Sport and Modern Social Theorists - Richard
Giulianotti 2004-08-03
Sport and Modern Social Theorists is an
innovative and exciting new collection. The
chapters are written by leading social analysts of
sport from across the world, and examine the
contributions of major social theorists towards
our critical understanding of modern sport.
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Social theorists under critical examination
include Marx, Weber, Durkheim, Adorno,
Gramsci, Habermas, Merton, C.Wright Mills,
Goffman, Giddens, Elias, Bourdieu and Foucault.
This book will appeal to students and scholars of
sport studies, cultural studies, modern social
theory, and to social scientists generally.
On Civilization, Power, and Knowledge - Norbert
(Late of Universities of Leicester Elias, Ghana
Frankfurt and Bielefeld) 1998
Norbert Elias has been described as among the
great sociologists of the 20th century. A
collection of his most important writings, this
book sets out Elias' thinking during the course of
his long career, with a discussion of how his
work relates to that of other sociologists.
The Body - Mariam Fraser 2020-07-24
The body has become an increasingly significant
concept in recent years and this Reader offers a
stimulating overview of the main topics,
perspectives and theories surrounding the issue.
This broad consideration of the body presents an
engagement with a range of social concerns,
from the processes of racialization to the
vagaries of fashion and performance art,
enacted as surgery on the body. Individual
sections cover issues such as: the body and
social (dis)order bodies and identities bodily
norms bodies in health and dis-ease bodies and
technologies. Containing an extensive critical
introduction, contributions from key figures such
as Butler, Sedgwick, Martin Scheper-Huges,
Haraway and Gilroy, and a series of
introductions summarizing each section, this
Reader offers students a valuable practical guide
and a thorough grounding in the fascinating
topic of the body.
The Emotional Mind - Stephen T. Asma
2019-04-15
For 200 million years before humans developed
a capacity to reason, the emotional centers of
the brain were hard at work. Stephen Asma and
Rami Gabriel help us understand the evolution of
the mind by exploring this more primal
capability that we share with other animals: the
power to feel, which is the root of so much that
makes us uniquely human.
Norbert Elias and Violence - Tatiana Savoia
Landini 2017-03-20
This book presents key conceptualizations of
violence as developed by Norbert Elias. The
the-civilizing-process-norbert-elias

authors explain and exemplify these concepts by
analyzing Elias’s late texts, comparing his views
to those of Sigmund Freud, and by analyzing the
work of filmmaker Michael Haneke. The authors
then discuss the strengths and shortcomings of
Elias’s thoughts on violence by examining
various social processes such as colonization,
imperialism, and the Brazilian civilizing
process—in addition to the ambivalence of state
violence. The final chapters suggest how these
concepts can be used to explain difficulties in
implementing democracy, grappling with
memories of violence, and state building after
democracy.
Norbert Elias in Troubled Times - Florence
Delmotte 2021-08-02
This edited collection brings together texts that
discuss current major issues in our troubled
times through the lens of Norbert Elias’s
sociology. It sheds light on both the
contemporary world and some of Elias’s most
controversial concepts. Through examination of
the ‘current affairs’, political and social
contemporary changes, the authors in this
collection present new and challenging ways of
understanding these social processes and
figurations. Ultimately, the objective of the book
is to embrace and utilise some of the more
polemical aspects of Elias’s legacy, such as the
exploration of decivilizing processes, decivilizing
spurts, and dys-civilization. It investigates to
what extent Elias’s sociological analyses are still
applicable in our studies of the developments
that mark our troubled times. It does so through
both global and local lenses, theoretically and
empirically, and above all, by connecting past,
present, and possible futures of all human
societies.
The Collected Works of Norbert Elias - Norbert
Elias 2006
Emotions and Social Change - David
Lemmings 2014-04-24
This edited collection takes a critical perspective
on Norbert Elias’s theory of the "civilizing
process," through historical essays and
contemporary analysis from sociologists and
cultural theorists. It focuses on changes in
emotional regimes or styles and considers the
intersection of emotions and social change,
historically and contemporaneously. The book is
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set in the context of increasing interest among
humanities and social science scholars in
reconsidering the significance of emotion and
affect in society, and the development of
empirical research and theorizing around these
subjects. Some have labeled this interest as an
"affective turn" or a "turn to affect," which
suggests a profound and wide-ranging reshaping
of disciplines. Building upon complex theoretical
models of emotions and social change, the
chapters exemplify this shift in analysis of
emotions and affect, and suggest different
approaches to investigation which may help to
shape the direction of sociological and historical
thinking and research.
The Better Angels of Our Nature - Steven Pinker
2012-09-25
Presents a controversial history of violence
which argues that today's world is the most
peaceful time in human existence, drawing on
psychological insights into intrinsic values that
are causing people to condemn violence as an
acceptable measure.
Excitement Processes - Jan Haut 2017-06-01
The book focuses on major aspects of Norbert
Elias's social theory through research on
supposed “minor” topics, such as manners,
sports, leisure and cultural practices. While
many of his publications became essential for
scholars in the different disciplines concerned,
the development of the figurational approach
towards these fields was not always completed.
The edited volume picks up some lose ends by
including archive manuscripts by Elias on the
genesis of sport, developments of cultural
practices, and the sociology of the body, which
are published here for the very first time. Based
on critical reviews of these texts, international
experts show how the new material adds up to
Elias’s oeuvre and how it can be fruitfully
applied to current research.
Norbert Elias - Robert Van Krieken 2005-07-25
This book locates Elias's work clearly within the
development of sociology and also against the
background of current debates. Between the
1930s and the 1980s he developed a unique
approach to social theory which is now
beginning to take root in contemporary social
research and theory. Since the translation of his
work into English began to accelerate in the
1980s, a growing number of books and articles
the-civilizing-process-norbert-elias

on topics including health, sexuality, crime,
national and ethnic identity, femininity and
globalization, in a variety of disciplines, make
positive reference to Elias as an authority on the
history of emotions, identity, violence, the body
and state formation.
Sport and Leisure in the Civilizing Process - Eric
Dunning 2016-07-27
How do figurational sociologists approach the
subjects of sport and leisure? How does their
approach differ from other approaches in the
field? This major collection, edited by leading
writers on sport and leisure, offers a superb
introduction to the figurational sociology of
sport and leisure. The distinctive features of the
approach are clearly explained and contributors
show how figurational sociology is applied in the
analysis of concrete problems. However, the
collection also gives space to critics of the
figurational approach. Included here are
contributions which claim that the approach is
inaccurate, blinkered and irrelevant.
Norbert Elias and Social Theory - François
Dépelteau 2013-11-21
This book will compare the approach and works
of Norbert Elias, well known for his analysis of
the civilizing process, his work on sport and
violence and, more largely, his figurational
approach, with other important social theories
both classical and contemporary.
The Idea of Civilization and the Making of
the Global Order - Linklater, Andrew
2020-11-18
The idea of civilization recurs frequently in
reflections on international politics. However,
International Relations academic writings on
civilization have failed to acknowledge the major
20th-century analysis that examined the
processes through which Europeans came to
regard themselves as uniquely civilized –
Norbert Elias’s On the Process of Civilization.
This book provides a comprehensive exploration
of the significance of Elias’s reflections on
civilization for International Relations. It
explains the working principles of an Eliasian, or
process-sociological, approach to civilization and
the global order and demonstrates how the
interdependencies between state-formation,
colonialism and an emergent international
society shaped the European 'civilizing process'.
The Civilizing Process - Norbert Elias
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2000-07-13
The Civilizing Process stands out as Norbert
Elias' greatest work, tracing the "civilizing" of
manners and personality in Western Europe
since the late Middle Ages by demonstrating
how the formation of states and the
monopolization of power within them changed
Western society forever.
Civilizing Process - Norbert Elias 1994-05-17
The Civilizing Processd stands as Norbert Elias's
greatest work, tracing the "civilizing" of
manners and personality in Western Europe
since the late Middle Ages, and showing how
this was related to the formation of states and
the monopolization of power within them.
Power & Civility - Norbert Elias 1982
Looks at the social, economic, and political
conditions in Europe from the rule of
Charlemagne to the present and discusses the
relationship of society and government
The Tragedy of European Civilization - Harry
Redner 2017-09-08
The tragedy of European civilization is a
protracted historical event spanning the
twentieth century and in many ways is ongoing.
During this time some of the greatest modern
thinkers were active, producing works that both
reflected what was happening in history and
contributed towards shaping it. This work is a
critique of their ideas. Harry Redner establishes
where and how they went wrong, in some cases
with apocalyptic consequences for Europe and
the world. The great intellectuals of the age, at
once philosophers, sociologists, political
theorists, historians and much else besides,
include Marx, Weber, Freud, Elias, Spengler,
Wittgenstein, Heidegger, Arendt, Nietzsche, and
Foucault. All of them had a historical impact,
even if only in molding academic disciplines and
shaping of public opinion, as was the case with
the philosophers Wittgenstein and Arendt. This
book explores the close links between antiSemitism and cultural pessimism and the
relation between psychology and sociology.
Other themes range from the history and theory
of the state, to the misconception of language
and power. Suitable for students of sociology,
philosophy, political theory, history, and cultural
studies, this brilliant exploration of our
civilization and its tragedies will also be of
interest to intellectual general readers.
the-civilizing-process-norbert-elias

Violence and Civilization - Jonathan Fletcher
2013-04-23
This book provides an introduction to the work
of Norbert Elias. It is the first systematic
appraisal of two central themes of his thought violence and civilization. Although Elias is best
known for his theory of civilizing processes, this
study highlights the crucial importance of the
concept of decivilizing processes. Fletcher
argues that while Elias did not develop a theory
of decivilizing processes, such a theory is
logically implied in his perspective and is highly
pertinent to an understanding of the most
violent episodes of twentieth-century history,
such as the Nazi genocides. Elias's original
synthesis of sociology and psychology is
examined through an analysis of several key
texts including The Civilizing Process, The
Established and the Outsiders and The Germans.
Fletcher shows how Elias constructs his
"figurational models" and applies these
comparatively to specific historical examples
drawn from England and Germany. Violence and
Civilization is an excellent introduction to Elias's
work. It will appeal to students of sociology,
anthropology, and history interested in
understanding the phenomenon of violence in
the modern world.
The Norbert Elias Reader - Johan Goudsblom
1997-12-19
Norbert Elias (1897-1990) is now recognised as
one of the most profound sociological thinkers of
the twentieth century, but he gained
international recognition only towards the end of
his very long life.
Un-civilizing Processes? - Mary Fulbrook 2007
The collapse of the supposedly 'civilized' German
nation into the 'barbarism' of Hitler's Third
Reich has cast a long shadow over
interpretations of German culture and society. In
the remarkable work of Norbert Elias, himself a
refugee from Nazi Germany, a deep concern
with the distinctiveness of 'the Germans' is
linked with an ambitious attempt to work out
more general relations between broad historical
processes – patterns of state formation,
changing social structures – and the character of
the individual self, as evidenced in changing
thresholds of shame and embarrassment. In
critical engagement with Elias's notion of the
'civilizing process', the essays collected here
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Behavior, grade: 1,0, University of Leicester, 10
entries in the bibliography, language: English,
abstract: The phrase that the 'civilized Western
World' has to defence its values even by using
physical violence is often mentioned by
politicians and media makers. Especially the
'war on terror' draws a picture of the necessity
of the West's force against the 'barbarism',
which seems to menace the 'civilized' order. In
fact that seems to be a contradiction in terms.
How can underdeveloped, 'uncivilized' and
uneducated people be able to menace the
countries with the world most developed
technologies and the highest standard of
'civilization', as it’s often is said? Norbert Elias
presents a theory of the civilizing process which
includes the opinion, that a lot of things, which a
member of the present-day Western civilized
society esteems 'uncivilized' in other societies
today, can be found in past epochs of his own
society, like the medieval-feudal period. The key
question to understand on the one hand the
civilizing process itself and the problem of the so
called 'breakdown of civilization' even in modern
states on the other hand is how the civilizing of
the West actually did happen?
Civilizing Process - Norbert Elias 1994-09-28
The Civilizing Processd stands as Norbert Elias's
greatest work, tracing the "civilizing" of
manners and personality in Western Europe
since the late Middle Ages, and showing how
this was related to the formation of states and
the monopolization of power within them.

explore moments of excess and transgression,
moments when the very boundaries of
'civilization' are both constructed and
challenged. Inter-disciplinary contributions – on
topics ranging from medieval laughter, cursing
and swearing, through to music, the bourgeois
self, and aspects of modern violence – highlight
the complexity of inter-relations between the
individual imagination and creativity, on the one
hand, and the brute facts of political power and
social structural inequalities, on the other; and
develop new insights into the changing patterns
of culture and society in Germany from the
Middle Ages to the present.
Society of Individuals - Norbert Elias
2001-10-15
Originally published in 1991 and now reissued
by Continuum International, this book consists of
three sections. The first, written in 1939, was
either left out of Elias's most famous book, The
Civilizing Process, or was written along with it.
Part 2 was written between 1940 and 1960. Part
3 is from 1987. The entire book is a study of the
unique relationship between the individual and
society--Elias's best-known theme and the basis
for the discipline of sociology.
Time - Norbert Elias 1993
Genesis of modern genocide - Matthias Quent
2009-03-24
Essay from the year 2008 in the subject
Sociology - Law, Delinquency, Abnormal
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