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Conflict Landscapes - Nicholas J. Saunders 2021-06-25
Conflict Landscapes explores the long under-acknowledged and under-investigated aspects of where and
how modern conflict landscapes interact and conjoin with pre-twentieth-century places, activities, and
beliefs, as well as with individuals and groups. Investigating and understanding the often unpredictable
power and legacies of landscapes that have seen (and often still viscerally embody) the consequences of
mass death and destruction, the book shows, through these landscapes, the power of destruction to
preserve, refocus, and often reconfigure the past. Responding to the complexity of modern conflict, the
book offers a coherent, integrated, and sensitized hybrid approach, which calls on different disciplines
where they overlap in a shared common terrain. Dealing with issues such as memory, identity, emotion, and
wellbeing, the chapters tease out the human experience of modern conflict and its relationship to
landscape. Conflict Landscapes will appeal to a wide range of disciplines involved in studying conflict, such
as archaeology, anthropology, material culture studies, art history, cultural history, cultural geography,
military history, and heritage and museum studies.
The Hejaz Railway and the Ottoman Empire - Murat Özyüksel 2014-10-22
Railway expansion was symbolic of modernization in the late 19th century, and Britain, Germany and
France built railways at enormous speed and reaped great commercial benefits. In the Middle East,
railways were no less important and the Ottoman Empire's Hejaz Railway was the first great industrial
project of the 20th century. A route running from Damascus to Mecca, it was longer than the line from
Berlin to Baghdad and was designed to function as the artery of the Arab world - linking Constantinople to
Arabia. Built by German engineers, and instituted by Sultan Abdul Hamid II, the railway was financially
crippling for the Ottoman state and the its eventual stoppage 250 miles short of Mecca (the railway ended
in Medina) was symbolic of the Ottoman Empire's crumbling economic and diplomatic fortunes. This is the
first book in English on the subject, and is essential reading for those interested in Industrial History,
Ottoman Studies and the geopolitics of the Middle East before World War I.
The Hejaz Railway - James Nicholson 2005
Winding its way from Damascus through the vast desert wastes of Jordan and into the spectacular barren
mountains of north-west Saudi Arabia, the Hejaz Railway was a testament to the fading, but still potent
power of the Ottomans in Arabia.
The Iron Road - Christian Wolmar 2014-05
A fascinating journey through the history of railways From the early steam trains to the high-speed bullet
trains of today, The Iron Road tells the hidden stories of railway history- the inspired engineering, blood,
sweat and tears that went into the construction of the railways. Uncover the compelling tales of bold vision,
invention and error, and social change behind the history of trains and railways, with famous railways such
as the Transsiberian fully explored. Learn how the great railway pioneers such as George Stephenson
produced the ideas and feats of engineering that created the railways and changed the world. Each exciting
moment of railway history is captured, contextualised and enhanced by superb illustrations. Trains and
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railways of the past like the romantic Orient Express are brought to life through amazing eyewitness
accounts, allowing you to see the railways through the eyes of people who were there at the time. Written
by Christian Wolmar, an award-winning writer and broadcaster, The Iron Road is an exciting trip through
the history of trains for any railway enthusiast.
Across the Borders - Ralf Roth 2008
Across the Borders explores the transnational history of railway economics in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries. It is the first systematic historical investigation into the world-wide system of railway financing,
providing a wide introduction to how financiers, governments and entrepreneurs in Europe managed to
face the challenges of constructing and maintaining a railway network that met national and international
needs. With contributions from authors from 19 countries, the volume is truly an international work that
will be of interest to academic researchers, museum staff, archivists, and anyone who has an interest in the
history and development of railways.
The Ottoman Empire and the World Around it - Suraiya Faroqhi 2005-12-20
In Islamic law the world was made up of the 'House of Islam' and the 'House of War' with the Ottoman
Sultan - successor to the early Caliphs - as supreme ruler of the Islamic world. However, in this groundbreaking study of the Ottoman Empire in the early modern period, Suraiya Faroqhi demonstrates that there
was no 'iron curtain' between the Ottoman and 'other' worlds but rather a long-established network of
connections - diplomatic, trading and financial., cultural and religious. These extended beyond regional
contacts to the empires of Asia and the burgeoning 'modern' states of Europe - England, France, the
Netherlands and Venice. Of course, military conflict was a constant factor in these relationships, but the
overriding reality was 'one world' and contact between cultured and pragmatic elites - even 'gentlemen
travelling for pleasure' - as well as pilgrimage and close artistic contact with the European Renaissance.
Faroqhi's book is based on a huge study of original and early modern sources, including diplomatic records,
travel and geographical writing, as well as personal accounts. Its breadth and originality will make it
essential reading for historians of Europe and the Middle East.
Hearing the Crimean War - Gavin Williams 2018-12-06
What does sound, whether preserved or lost, tell us about nineteenth-century wartime? Hearing the
Crimean War: Wartime Sound and the Unmaking of Sense pursues this question through the many
territories affected by the Crimean War, including Britain, France, Turkey, Russia, Italy, Poland, Latvia,
Dagestan, Chechnya, and Crimea. Examining the experience of listeners and the politics of archiving sound,
it reveals the close interplay between nineteenth-century geographies of empire and the media through
which wartime sounds became audible--or failed to do so. The volume explores the dynamics of sound both
in violent encounters on the battlefield and in the experience of listeners far-removed from theaters of war,
each essay interrogating the Crimean War's sonic archive in order to address a broad set of issues in
musicology, ethnomusicology, literary studies, the history of the senses and sound studies.
Reading Clocks, Alla Turca - Avner Wishnitzer 2015-07-07
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Reading Clocks, Alla Turca explores the technological and social aspects of Ottoman temporal culture,
where religious and secular powers competed and colluded for authority, the army tried to rationalize its
systems of training and communication, and schoolboys complained about how long classes were. The
conflicts that played out on the field of temporal systems were not along the axes one might expect, with
secular, urban, rationalist, modernizing, and Europeanizing forces arrayed against rural, traditional,
religious, and nationalist people and parties. Rather, religious institutions saw the rationalization of
temporal culture as a way to extend their authority (the muezzin s call to prayer was the traditional way of
counting the hours of the day, after all), and urban elites proclaimed their nationalism and their religiosity
by their watches, both timepiece and jewelry. The image of Europe was, in a mirror of European
Orientalism, deployed as both a rationalist model to be emulated (by, for example, the military) and a
negative model of lazy and late aristocratic carelessness (by government administrators). Exploring sources
as varied as lyric poetry, military manuals, school and military memoirs, and ferry timetables, Avner
Wishnitzer lays out the full richness of Ottoman temporal culture in the nineteenth century."
Plague, Quarantines and Geopolitics in the Ottoman Empire - Birsen Bulmus 2012-04-04
A sweeping examination of Ottoman plague treatise writers from the Black Death until 1923Were you
aware that many of the greatest and most colourful Ottoman statesmen and literary figures from the 15th
to the early 20th century considered plague as a grave threat to their empire? Did you know that many
Ottomans applauded the establishment of a quarantine against the disease in 1838 as a tool to resist British
and French political and commercial penetration? Or that later Ottoman sanitation efforts to prevent urban
outbreaks would help engender the Arab revolt against the empire in 1916? ...
The Fall of the Ottomans - Eugene Rogan 2015-03-10
In 1914 the Ottoman Empire was depleted of men and resources after years of war against Balkan
nationalist and Italian forces. But in the aftermath of the assassination in Sarajevo, the powers of Europe
were sliding inexorably toward war, and not even the Middle East could escape the vast and enduring
consequences of one of the most destructive conflicts in human history. The Great War spelled the end of
the Ottomans, unleashing powerful forces that would forever change the face of the Middle East. In The
Fall of the Ottomans, award-winning historian Eugene Rogan brings the First World War and its immediate
aftermath in the Middle East to vivid life, uncovering the often ignored story of the region's crucial role in
the conflict. Bolstered by German money, arms, and military advisors, the Ottomans took on the Russian,
British, and French forces, and tried to provoke Jihad against the Allies in their Muslim colonies. Unlike the
static killing fields of the Western Front, the war in the Middle East was fast-moving and unpredictable,
with the Turks inflicting decisive defeats on the Entente in Gallipoli, Mesopotamia, and Gaza before the tide
of battle turned in the Allies' favor. The great cities of Baghdad, Jerusalem, and, finally, Damascus fell to
invading armies before the Ottomans agreed to an armistice in 1918. The postwar settlement led to the
partition of Ottoman lands between the victorious powers, and laid the groundwork for the ongoing
conflicts that continue to plague the modern Arab world. A sweeping narrative of battles and political
intrigue from Gallipoli to Arabia, The Fall of the Ottomans is essential reading for anyone seeking to
understand the Great War and the making of the modern Middle East.
One Thousand Roads to Mecca - Michael Wolfe 2015-09-29
“Wolfe does an exemplary job of detailing the ceremonies performed at Mecca and the reasons behind them
. . . Highly recommended” (Library Journal, starred review). This updated and expanded edition of One
Thousand Roads to Mecca collects significant works by observant travel writers from the East and West
over the last ten centuries—including two new contemporary narratives—creating a comprehensive,
multifaceted literary portrait of the enduring tradition. Since its inception in the seventh century, the
pilgrimage to Mecca has been the central theme in a large body of Islamic travel literature. Beginning with
the European Renaissance, it has also been the subject for a handful of adventurous writers from the West
who, through conversion or connivance, managed to slip inside the walls of a city forbidden to non-Muslims.
These very different literary traditions form distinct impressions of a spirited conversation in which Mecca
is the common destination and Islam the common subject of inquiry. Along with an introduction by Reza
Aslan, featured writers include Ibn Battuta, J.L. Burckhardt, Sir Richard Burton, the Begum of Bhopal, John
Keene, Winifred Stegar, Muhammad Asad, Lady Evelyn Cobbald, Jalal Al-e Ahmad, and Malcolm X. One
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Thousand Roads to Mecca is a historically, geographically, and ethnically diverse collection of travel writing
that adds substantially to the literature of Islam and the West. “Serves as an excellent introduction to a
religion, people, culture, and philosophy.” —Santa Cruz Sentinel
Arabs and Young Turks - Hasan Kayali 1997-09-03
Arabs and Young Turks provides a detailed study of Arab politics in the late Ottoman Empire as viewed
from the imperial capital in Istanbul. In an analytical narrative of the Young Turk period (1908-1918)
historian Hasan Kayali discusses Arab concerns on the one hand and the policies of the Ottoman
government toward the Arabs on the other. Kayali's novel use of documents from the Ottoman archives, as
well as Arabic sources and Western and Central European documents, enables him to reassess conventional
wisdom on this complex subject and to present an original appraisal of proto-nationalist ideologies as the
longest-living Middle Eastern dynasty headed for collapse. He demonstrates the persistence and resilience
of the supranational ideology of Islamism which overshadowed Arab and Turkish ethnic nationalism in this
crucial transition period. Kayali's study reaches back to the nineteenth century and highlights both
continuity and change in Arab-Turkish relations from the reign of Abdulhamid II to the constitutional period
ushered in by the revolution of 1908. Arabs and Young Turks is essential for an understanding of
contemporary issues such as Islamist politics and the continuing crises of nationalism in the Middle East.
Allies with the Infidel - Christine Isom-Verhaaren 2011-05-30
In 1543, the Ottoman fleet appeared off the coast of France to bombard and lay siege to the city of Nice.
The operation, under the command of Admiral Barbarossa, came in response to a request from François I of
France for assistance from Sultan Süleyman the Magnificent in France's struggle against Charles V, the
Habsburg Holy Roman Emperor and King of Spain. This military alliance between mutual 'infidels', the
Christian French King and the Muslim Sultan, aroused intense condemnation on religious grounds from the
Habsburgs and their supporters as an aberration from accepted diplomacy. Allies with the Infidel places the
events of 1543 and the subsequent wintering of the Ottoman fleet in Toulon in the context of the power
politics of the sixteenth century. Using contemporary Ottoman and French sources, it presents the
realpolitik of diplomacy with 'infidels' in the early modern era.Th e result is essential reading for students
and scholars of European
Atlas of Jordan - Myriam Ababsa 2014-06-11
This atlas aims to provide the reader with key pointers for a spatial analysis of the social, economic and
political dynamics at work in Jordan, an exemplary country of the Middle East complexities. Being a product
of seven years of scientific cooperation between Ifpo, the Royal Jordanian Geographic Center and the
University of Jordan, it includes the contributions of 48 European, Jordanian and International researchers.
A long historical part followed by sections on demography, economy, social disparities, urban challenges
and major town and country planning, sheds light on the formation of Jordanian territories over time.
Jordan has always been looked on as an exception in the Middle East due to the political stability that has
prevailed since the country’s Independence in 1946, despite the challenge of integrating several waves of
Palestinian, Iraqi and - more recently - Syrian refugees. Thanks to this stability and the peace accord signed
with Israel in 1994, Jordan is one of the first countries in the world for development aid per capita.
A Photographer on the Hajj - Farid Kioumgi 2009
The diaries of Muhammad 'Ali Effendi Sa'udi, a civil servant and accomplished photographer, offer a rare
glimpse of the Hajj through Egyptian eyes at the beginning of the twentieth century when the Ottoman
Empire was on the wane and the advance of the Hijaz railway threatened to upset vested interests in the
old pattern of pilgrimage. Sa'udi twice accompanied the Amir al-Hajj, Ibrahim Rif'at Pasha, attached to the
official Egyptian caravan. His story of these journeys combines the thoughts of a devout Muslim with fine
detail on the hardships and health hazards facing pilgrims, the high-level intrigues, and the ever-present
dangers of taking photographs. The authors have compressed the diaries into a highly readable narrative
with selected quotations, lavishly illustrated with Sa'udi's remarkable photographs.
Masters of Mayhem - James Stejskal 2018-07-19
“Written with great accuracy, detail, enthusiasm, and insight . . . a new perspective on the well-trodden
story of the Arab Revolt” (Military History Matters on its Book of the Year, Silver Award–winner). Striking
where the enemy is weakest and melting away into the darkness before he can react. Never confronting a
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stronger force directly, but using audacity and surprise to confound and demoralize an opponent.
Operations driven by good intelligence, area knowledge, mobility, speed, firepower, and detailed planning,
and executed by a few specialists with indigenous warriors—this is unconventional warfare. T. E. Lawrence
was one of the earliest practitioners of modern unconventional warfare. His tactics and strategies were
used by men like Mao and Giap in their wars of liberation. Both kept Lawrence’s Seven Pillars of Wisdom
close at hand. This book examines the creation of the “Hedgehog” force, looks at the formation of armored
car sections and other units, and focuses on the Hejaz Operations Staff, the Allied officers and men who
took Lawrence’s idea and prosecuted it against the Ottoman Turkish army, assisting Field Marshal Allenby
to achieve victory in 1918. Stejskal concludes with an examination of how Hedgehog influenced special
operations and unconventional warfare, including Field Marshal Wavell, the Long Range Desert Group, and
David Stirling’s SAS. “Makes a convincing case that the roots of modern special operations, particularly
effective guerrilla warfare, are to be found in British participation in the Arab Revolt against Ottoman
Turkish rule during WWI.” —Publishers Weekly
The Railways of Palestine and Israel - Paul Cotterell 1984
Encyclopedia of the Ottoman Empire - Ga ́bor A ́goston 2010-05-21
Presents a comprehensive A-to-Z reference to the empire that once encompassed large parts of the modernday Middle East, North Africa, and southeastern Europe.
Hedjaz Railway - Richard Tourret 1989
Seven Pillars of Wisdom - T. E. Lawrence 2018-04-18
The basis for Lawrence of Arabia, this firsthand account of the Arab Revolt offers a colorful, poetic
narrative and paints a fascinating portrait of the Middle East during World War I.
The Hejaz Railway and the Muslim Pilgrimage - Jacob M. Landau 2016-04-06
This book, first published in 1971, details the Muhammad ‘Ārif manuscript which propagates the project of
the Hejaz railway connecting Damascus with Medina and Mecca. The project has been seen as a specific,
dramatic example of the phenomenon of growing Arab nationalism during the early years of the twentieth
century. Included here is an annotated edition of the Arabic manuscript, an English translation, and an
extensive introduction with notes and historical setting. The ‘Ārif manuscript gives a clear view of the
struggle for reform in Turkey at the time when burgeoning Arab nationalism became an important factor in
the railway project. Many aspects of Middle Eastern politics can be traced to basic factors described in the
manuscript by ‘Ārif.
The Hejaz Railway and the Ottoman Empire - Murat Özyüksel 2014-12-12
Railway expansion was symbolic of modernization in the late 19th century, and Britain, Germany and
France built railways at enormous speed and reaped great commercial benefits. In the Middle East,
railways were no less important and the Ottoman Empire's Hejaz Railway was the first great industrial
project of the 20th century. A route running from Damascus to Mecca, it was longer than the line from
Berlin to Baghdad and was designed to function as the artery of the Arab world - linking Constantinople to
Arabia. Built by German engineers, and instituted by Sultan Abdul Hamid II, the railway was financially
crippling for the Ottoman state and the its eventual stoppage 250 miles short of Mecca (the railway ended
in Medina) was symbolic of the Ottoman Empire's crumbling economic and diplomatic fortunes. This is the
first book in English on the subject, and is essential reading for those interested in Industrial History,
Ottoman Studies and the geopolitics of the Middle East before World War I.
A Military History of the Ottomans: From Osman to Ataturk - Mesut Uyar Ph.D. 2009-09-23
The Ottoman Army had a significant effect on the history of the modern world and particularly on that of
the Middle East and Europe. This study, written by a Turkish and an American scholar, is a revision and
corrective to western accounts because it is based on Turkish interpretations, rather than European
interpretations, of events. As the world's dominant military machine from 1300 to the mid-1700's, the
Ottoman Army led the way in military institutions, organizational structures, technology, and tactics. In
decline thereafter, it nevertheless remained a considerable force to be counted in the balance of power
through 1918. From its nomadic origins, it underwent revolutions in military affairs as well as several
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transformations which enabled it to compete on favorable terms with the best of armies of the day. This
study tracks the growth of the Ottoman Army as a professional institution from the perspective of the
Ottomans themselves, by using previously untapped Ottoman source materials. Additionally, the impact of
important commanders and the role of politics, as these affected the army, are examined. The study
concludes with the Ottoman legacy and its effect on the Republic and modern Turkish Army. This is a study
survey that combines an introductory view of this subject with fresh and original reference-level
information. Divided into distinct periods, Uyar and Erickson open with a brief overview of the
establishment of the Ottoman Empire and the military systems that shaped the early military patterns. The
Ottoman army emerged forcefully in 1453 during the siege of Constantinople and became a dominant social
and political force for nearly two hundred years following Mehmed's capture of the city. When the army
began to show signs of decay during the mid-seventeenth century, successive Sultans actively sought to
transform the institution that protected their power. The reforms and transformations that began frist in
1606successfully preserved the army until the outbreak of the Ottoman-Russian War in 1876. Though the
war was brief, its impact was enormous as nationalistic and republican strains placed increasing pressure
on the Sultan and his army until, finally, in 1918, those strains proved too great to overcome. By 1923,
Mustafa Kemal Atatürk emerged as the leader of a unified national state ruled by a new National
Parliament. As Uyar and Erickson demonstrate, the old army of the Sultan had become the army of the
Republic, symbolizing the transformation of a dying empire to the new Turkish state make clear that
throughout much of its existence, the Ottoman Army was an effective fighting force with professional
military institutions and organizational structures.
Palestine - Edward J. Erickson 2016-10-14
The campaigns fought by the Ottomans against the British in Palestine are often neglected in accounts of
the Great War, yet they are fascinating from the point of view of military history and critically important
because of their impact upon the modern Middle East. Edward Erickson's authoritative and absorbing
account of the four-year struggle for control of Palestine between 1914 and 1918 of the battles fought for
Suez, Sinai, Gaza, Jordan and Syria opens up this little-understood aspect of the global conflict and it does
so in a strikingly original way, by covering the fighting from the Ottoman perspective. Using Turkish official
histories and military archives, he recounts the entire course of the campaigns, from the initial attack by
German-led Ottoman forces on Sinai and the Suez Canal, the struggle for Gaza and the outbreak of the
Arab Revolt to the British offensives, the battle for Jerusalem, the Ottoman defeat at Megiddo and the rapid
British advance which led to the capture of Damascus and Aleppo in 1918.
Seven Pillars of Wisdom - T.E. Lawrence 1935
T.E. Lawrence (1888 - 1935), known as "Lawrence of Arabia" was a British archaeologist, army officer, and
writer. Seven Pillars of Wisdom is an autobiographical account of his participation in the Arab Revolt. The
illustrations and maps are included in this version.
Coping with Defeat - Jonathan Laurence 2021-06-22
The surprising similarities in the rise and fall of the Sunni Islamic and Roman Catholic empires in the face
of the modern state Coping with Defeat presents a historical panorama of the Islamic and Catholic politicalreligious empires and exposes striking parallels in their relationship with the modern state. Drawing on
interviews, site visits, and archival research in Turkey, North Africa, and Western Europe, Jonathan
Laurence demonstrates how, over hundreds of years, both Sunni and Catholic authorities experienced three
major shocks and displacements—religious reformation, the rise of the nation-state, and mass migration. As
a result, Catholic institutions eventually accepted the state’s political jurisdiction and embraced
transnational spiritual leadership as their central mission. Laurence reveals an analogous process unfolding
across the Sunni Muslim world in the twenty-first century. Identifying institutional patterns before and
after political collapse, Laurence shows how centralized religious communities relinquish power at different
rates and times. Whereas early Christianity and Islam were characterized by missionary expansion,
religious institutions forged in the modern era are primarily defensive in nature. They respond to the simple
but overlooked imperative to adapt to political defeat while fighting off ideological challenges to their
spiritual authority. Among Laurence’s findings is that the disestablishment of Islam—the doing away with
Islamic affairs ministries in the Muslim world—would harm, not help with, reconciliation to the rule of law.
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Examining upheavals in geography, politics, and demography, Coping with Defeat considers how
centralized religions make peace with the loss of prestige.
The Berlin-Baghdad Express - Sean McMeekin 2012-05-07
The modern Middle East was forged in the crucible of the First World War, but few know the full story of
how war actually came to the region. As Sean McMeekin reveals in this startling reinterpretation of the
war, it was neither the British nor the French but rather a small clique of Germans and Turks who thrust
the Islamic world into the conflict for their own political, economic, and military ends.
Travel and Artisans in the Ottoman Empire - Suraiya Faroqhi 2014-01-30
It has often been assumed that the subjects of the Ottoman sultans were unable to travel beyond their
localities - since peasants needed the permission of their local administrators before they could leave their
villages. According to this view, only soldiers and members of the governing elite would have been free to
travel. However, Suraiya Faroqhi's extensive archival research shows that this was not the case; pious men
from all walks of life went on pilgrimage to Mecca, slaves fled from their masters and craftspeople travelled
in search of work. Most travellers in the Ottoman era headed for Istanbul in search of better prospects and
even in peacetime the Ottoman administration recruited artisans to repair fortresses and sent them far
away from their home towns. In this book, Suraiya Faroqhi provides a revisionist study of those artisans
who chose - or were obliged - to travel and those who stayed predominantly in their home localities. She
considers the occasions and conditions which triggered travel among the artisans, and the knowledge that
they had of the capital as a spatial entity. She shows that even those craftsmen who did not travel
extensively had some level of mobility and that the Ottoman sultans and viziers, who spent so much effort in
attempting to control the movements of their subjects, could often only do so within very narrow limits.
Challenging existing historiography and providing an important new revisionist perspective, this book will
be essential reading for students and scholars of Ottoman history.
Germany and the Ottoman Railways - Peter H. Christensen 2017-01-01
Cover -- Half Title -- Title -- Copyright -- Contents -- Acknowledgments -- Notes on Dates, Transcription, and
Format -- 1 Introduction -- PART ONE -- Chapter 1. Politics -- Chapter 2. Geography -- Chapter 3.
Topography -- Chapter 4. Archaeology -- PART TWO -- Chapter 5. Construction -- Chapter 6. Hochbau -Chapter 7. Monuments -- Chapter 8. Urbanism -- Conclusion -- Notes -- Bibliography -- Illustration Credits -Index -- A -- B -- C -- D -- E -- F -- G -- H -- I -- J -- K -- L -- M -- N -- O -- P -- Q -- R -- S -- T -- U -- V -- W -- Y -- Z
Imperial Mecca - Michael Christopher Low 2020-10-06
With the advent of the steamship, repeated outbreaks of cholera marked oceanic pilgrimages to Mecca as a
dangerous form of travel and a vehicle for the globalization of epidemic diseases. European, especially
British Indian, officials also feared that lengthy sojourns in Arabia might expose their Muslim subjects to
radicalizing influences from anticolonial dissidents and pan-Islamic activists. European colonial empires’
newfound ability to set the terms of hajj travel not only affected the lives of millions of pilgrims but also
dramatically challenged the Ottoman Empire, the world’s only remaining Muslim imperial power. Michael
Christopher Low analyzes the late Ottoman hajj and Hijaz region as transimperial spaces, reshaped by the
competing forces of Istanbul’s project of frontier modernization and the extraterritorial reach of British
India’s steamship empire in the Indian Ocean and Red Sea. Imperial Mecca recasts Ottoman Arabia as a
distant, unstable semiautonomous frontier that Istanbul struggled to modernize and defend against the
onslaught of colonial steamship mobility. As it turned out, steamships carried not just pilgrims, passports,
and microbes, but the specter of legal imperialism and colonial intervention. Over the course of roughly a
half century from the 1850s through World War I, British India’s fear of the hajj as a vector of anticolonial
subversion gradually gave way to an increasingly sophisticated administrative, legal, and medical
protectorate over the steamship hajj, threatening to eclipse the Ottoman state and Caliphate’s prized
legitimizing claim as protector of Islam’s most holy places. Drawing on a wide range of Ottoman and British
archival sources, this book sheds new light on the transimperial and global histories traversed along the
pilgrimage to Mecca.
Ottoman Palestine, 1800-1914 - Gād G. Gîlbar 1990-01-01
The Turks and Europe - Gaston Gaillard 1921
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Western Imperialism in the Middle East 1914-1958 - D. K. Fieldhouse 2006-04-06
The term 'Fertile Crescent' is commonly used as shorthand for the group of territories extending around the
Rivers Tigris and Euphrates. Here it is assumed to consist of Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq and Palestine.
Much has been written on the history of these countries which were taken from the Ottoman empire after
1918 and became Mandates under the League of Nations. For the most part the histories of these countries
have been handled either individually or as part of the history of Britain or France. In the first instance the
emphasis has normally been on the development of nationalism and local resistance to alien control in a
particular territory, leading to the modern successor state. In the second most studies have concentrated
separately on how either France or Britain handled the great problems they inherited, seldom comparing
their strategies. The aim of this book is to see the region as a whole and from both the European and
indigenous points of view. The central argument is that the mandate system failed in its stated purpose of
establishing stable democratic states out of what had been provinces or parts of provinces within the
Ottoman empire. Rather it generated basically unstable polities and, in the special case of Palestine, one
totally unresolved, and possibly unsolvable, conflict. The result was to leave the Middle East as perhaps the
most volatile part of the world in the later twentieth century and beyond. The main purpose of the book is
to examine why this was so.
Science Among the Ottomans - Miri Shefer-Mossensohn 2015-10-15
Scholars have long thought that, following the Muslim Golden Age of the medieval era, the Ottoman Empire
grew culturally and technologically isolated, losing interest in innovation and placing the empire on a path
toward stagnation and decline. Science among the Ottomans challenges this widely accepted Western
image of the nineteenth- and early twentieth-century Ottomans as backward and impoverished. In the first
book on this topic in English in over sixty years, Miri Shefer-Mossensohn contends that Ottoman society
and culture created a fertile environment that fostered diverse scientific activity. She demonstrates that the
Ottomans excelled in adapting the inventions of others to their own needs and improving them. For
example, in 1877, the Ottoman Empire boasted the seventh-longest electric telegraph system in the world;
indeed, the Ottomans were among the era’s most advanced nations with regard to modern communication
infrastructure. To substantiate her claims about science in the empire, Shefer-Mossensohn studies patterns
of learning; state involvement in technological activities; and Turkish- and Arabic-speaking Ottomans who
produced, consumed, and altered scientific practices. The results reveal Ottoman participation in science to
have been a dynamic force that helped sustain the six-hundred-year empire.
The Hejaz Railway and the Muslim Pilgrimage - Jacob M. Landau 2016-04-06
This book, first published in 1971, details the Muhammad ‘Ārif manuscript which propagates the project of
the Hejaz railway connecting Damascus with Medina and Mecca. The project has been seen as a specific,
dramatic example of the phenomenon of growing Arab nationalism during the early years of the twentieth
century. Included here is an annotated edition of the Arabic manuscript, an English translation, and an
extensive introduction with notes and historical setting. The ‘Ārif manuscript gives a clear view of the
struggle for reform in Turkey at the time when burgeoning Arab nationalism became an important factor in
the railway project. Many aspects of Middle Eastern politics can be traced to basic factors described in the
manuscript by ‘Ārif.
Arabia Infelix - George Wyman Bury 1915
Arabia infelix; or the Turks in Yamen is a history of Yemen and the southern Arabian Peninsula from earliest
times to the eve of World War I. George Wyman Bury (1874-1920) was an adventurer and sometime soldier
who spent 16 years exploring the mountainous regions of Yemen. Arabia infelix covers all aspects of Yemen,
which, until the end of the war, formed part of the Ottoman Empire. Chapters treat biblical and ancient
history, flora and fauna, the manners and customs of its rural and urban population, as well as economic
life, trade, and politics. In ancient times, the arid region stretching from Anatolia to Aden was divided
roughly into three parts, Arabia Deserta (Deserted Arabia), Arabia Petra (the frontier of the Roman
Empire), and Arabia Felix (Happy Arabia, or Yemen), so named because there was sufficient rainfall to
support an agricultural economy. By entitling his book Arabia infelix (Unhappy Arabia), Bury signals his
view that Turkish rule was an impediment to the prosperity and well-being of the country. G.W. Bury spent
most of his life outside his native Britain, living in parts of Africa, in Yemen, and then in Egypt, where he
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served in the British army as a junior officer and military analyst. Chronic poor health harmed his career
and shortened his life. He died in convalescence in Helwan, a health resort near Cairo. His other works
include The Land of Uz, a travel narrative written under the pen name Abdullah Mansur, and Pan-Islam, a
post-war study of Turkish and German attempts to rally the Muslim world against the Allied powers in
World War I. Bury's writing was not always well reviewed, perhaps because it lacked the heft and gravitas
of writings by other travelers. His style is almost conversational, as in this quip about insect life in Yemen:
"The prevalent creepy-crawly in Yamen is certainly the millipede." The book contains three maps and
numerous photographs of landscapes, city views, and Yemeni people.
Great Continental Railway Journeys - Michael Portillo 2015-10-22
Great Continental Railway Journeysis now a firmly established series on BBC2, following in the illustrious
tracks of its predecessor - Great British Railway Journeys. Both series are fronted by ex-politician Michael
Portillo and in this European odyssey he travels around continental Europe, using George Bradshaw's1913
Continental Railway Guide. Now coming up for its fourth instalment this autumn, Portillo guides the traintravelling fan across Europe arriving at a myriad of magical and historically fascinating cities we all dream
of travelling to by train. From London, to Paris, Bordeaux, Lyon, Copenhagen, Oslo, Lisbon, Madrid, Berlin,
Monte Carlo, Prague, Munich, Zurich, Rome, Budapest, St Petersburg; all the way down to Constantinople,
Haifa and Jerusalem - Portillo describes the great feats of engineering that built the various railway lines
connecting Europe and further afield and the men and women who made these journeys famous through
their deeds and words. The new series (6x1-hour) will transmit in early November 2015, and this book will
be the official, lavishly illustrated tie-in covering every single journey Portillo has undertaken across
Europe. Capturing all the colour, beauty, excitement and fervour of journeying across this historic
continent can muster. A must-have purchase for any armchair fan of unique and award-winning travel
programming.
The Last Days of the Ottoman Empire - Ryan Gingeras 2022-10-27
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The story of the fall of the Ottoman Empire, published to coincide with the centenary of its dissolution The
Ottoman Empire had been one of the major facts in European history since the Middle Ages. By 1914 it had
been much reduced, but still remained after Russia the largest European state. Stretching from the Adriatic
to the Indian Ocean, the Empire was both a great political entity and a religious one, with the Sultan ruling
over the Holy Sites and, as Caliph, the successor to Mohammed. Yet the Empire's fateful decision to
support Germany and Austria-Hungary in 1914, despite its successfully defending itself for much of the
war, doomed it to disaster, breaking it up into a series of European colonies and what emerged as an
independent Saudi Arabia. Ryan Gingeras's superb new book, published for the centenary of the last
Sultan's departure into exile, explains how these epochal events came about and shows how much we still
live in the shadow of decisions taken so long ago. Would all of the Empire fall to marauding Allied armies,
or could something be saved? In such an ethnically and religiously entangled region, what would be the
price paid to create a cohesive and independent new state? The story of the creation of modern Turkey is
an extraordinary, bitter epic, brilliantly told here.
Making Modernity in the Islamic Mediterranean - Margaret S. Graves 2022-04-19
The Islamic world's artistic traditions experienced profound transformation in the 19th century as rapidly
developing technologies and globalizing markets ushered in drastic changes in technique, style, and
content. Despite the importance and ingenuity of these developments, the 19th century remains a gap in
the history of Islamic art. To fill this opening in art historical scholarship, Making Modernity in the Islamic
Mediterranean charts transformations in image-making, architecture, and craft production in the Islamic
world from Fez to Istanbul. Contributors focus on the shifting methods of production, reproduction,
circulation, and exchange artists faced as they worked in fields such as photography, weaving, design,
metalwork, ceramics, and even transportation. Covering a range of media and a wide geographical spread,
Making Modernity in the Islamic Mediterranean reveals how 19th-century artists in the Middle East and
North Africa reckoned with new tools, materials, and tastes from local perspectives.
Picturesque Representations of the Dress and Manners of the Turks - Octavian Dalvimart 1814
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