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exiled by the British) – a lonely and forgotten individual – far away from his beloved Delhi and from the
trappings of his empire.
The Lesser-known World of Mughal Emperor Jahangir - Som Prakash Verma 2019-09-02
This volume depicts the life and times of the Mughal emperor Jahangir in the light of his memoirs,
Jahangirnama, popularly known as Tuzuk-i Jahangiri. With its fresh treatment of source material and a vivid
account of historical events, the book tells the history of Jahangir’s India through his intimate and
confessional memoirs incorporated in the genre of Mughal manuscript painting. The work is noteworthy for
its historical portraits as well as Jahangir’s visual realism, his remarkable knowledge of natural history, and
the perceptive and detailed descriptions of the world around him. Moving away from conventional historical
writing, the book is a psychological study of an individual, his innate qualities, behavioural moves and
instinctive affinities. Jahangir’s memoirs reveal deeper facets of him as a person as well as a poet, aesthete,
connoisseur of painting and a keen observer of nature, both human and that of the natural world. The
author also includes other contemporary literature of the period that narrate Jahangir’s life, such as
Akbarnama, Ma’asir-i Jahangiri, Iqbalnama-i Jahangiri, Intikhab-i Jahangiri, Tatimma-i Waqi’at-i Jahangiri
and Zakhirat-ul Khwanin, as well as Jesuits accounts and travelogues. He further analyses the influence of
European Renaissance art on the history of Mughal paintings. A first of its kind, this book will greatly
interest scholars and researchers of medieval history, Indian history, Mughal history, art history, popular
culture and South Asian studies, as well as the general reader.
The Mughals of India - Harbans Mukhia 2008-04-15
This innovative book explores of the grandest and longest lastingempire in Indian history. Examines the
history of the Mughal presence in India from 1526to the mid-eighteenth century Creates a new framework
for understanding the Mughal empire byaddressing themes that have not been explored before. Subtly
traces the legacy of the Mughals’ world intoday’s India.
Imperial Identity in the Mughal Empire - Lisa Balabanlilar 2015-12-13
Having monopolized Central Asian politics and culture for over a century, the Timurid ruling elite was
forced from its ancestral homeland in Transoxiana at the turn of the sixteenth century by an invading
Uzbek tribal confederation. The Timurids travelled south: establishing themselves as the new rulers of a
region roughly comprising modern Afghanistan, Pakistan and northern India, and founding what would
become the Mughal Empire (1526-1857). The last survivors of the House of Timur, the Mughals drew
invaluable political capital from their lineage, which was recognized for its charismatic genealogy and court
culture - the features of which are examined here. By identifying Mughal loyalty to Turco-Mongol
institutions and traditions, Lisa Balabanlilar here positions the Mughal dynasty at the centre of the early
modern Islamic world as the direct successors of a powerful political and religious tradition.
Painting for the Mughal Emperor - Susan Stronge 2002-05
A unique blend of Indian, Persian, and Islamic styles, Mughal painting reached its golden age during the
reigns of the emperors Akbar, Jahangir, and Shah Jahan in the 16th and 17th centuries. This gloriously
illustrated book is the first to examine the Victoria and Albert Museum's remarkable collection of Mughal
paintings, one of the finest in the world. Richly detailed battle scenes, scenes of court life, and lively

Chains of Justice - Sonia Cardenas 2014-02-21
National human rights institutions—state agencies charged with protecting and promoting human rights
domestically—have proliferated dramatically since the 1990s; today more than a hundred countries have
NHRIs, with dozens more seeking to join the global trend. These institutions are found in states of all
sizes—from the Maldives and Barbados to South Africa, Mexico, and India; they exist in conflict zones and
comparatively stable democracies alike. In Chains of Justice, Sonia Cardenas offers a sweeping historical
and global account of the emergence of NHRIs, linking their growing prominence to the contradictions and
possibilities of the modern state. As human rights norms gained visibility at the end of the twentieth
century, states began creating NHRIs based on the idea that if international human rights standards were
ever to take root, they had to be firmly implanted within countries—impacting domestic laws and
administrative practices and even systems of education. However, this very position within a complex state
makes it particularly challenging to assess the design and influence of NHRIs: some observers are inclined
to associate NHRIs with ideals of restraint and accountability, whereas others are suspicious of these
institutions as "pretenders" in democratic disguise. In her theoretically and politically grounded
examination, Cardenas tackles the role of NHRIs, asking how we can understand the global diffusion of
these institutions, including why individual states decide to create an NHRI at a particular time while
others resist the trend. She explores the influence of these institutions in states seeking mostly to appease
international audiences as well as their value in places where respect for human rights is already strong.
The most comprehensive account of the NHRI phenomenon to date, Chains of Justice analyzes many
institutions never studied before and draws from new data released from the Universal Periodic Review
Mechanism of the United Nations Human Rights Council. With its global scope and fresh insights into the
origins and influence of NHRIs, Chains of Justice promises to become a standard reference that will appeal
to scholars immersed in the workings of these understudied institutions as well as nonspecialists curious
about the role of the state in human rights.
The Life & Poetry of Bahadur Shah Zafar - Aslam Parvez 2017-02-01
An absorbing, authentic and exemplary chronicle – studded with rare nuggets of information and
enthralling anecdotes – of one of the most tragic figures of history who was witness to the end of a glorious
dynasty First published in Urdu in 1986, this ‘labour of love’ brings alive the life and poetry of Bahadur
Shah Zafar (1775 to 1862), the last Mughal Emperor. Zafar presided over a crucial period in Indian history
when the country was subjugated and became a colony of the fast-expanding British Empire. Aslam
Parvez’s account – with its wealth of detail – stands out in the manner in which it weaves together the
strands of the political, the personal, the cultural and the literary aspects of a bygone era. This work is as
much about the 1857 Rebellion as it is about Bahadur Shah Zafar, the reluctant leader of the rebels. The
pages also evoke the captivating ambience of a period when formidable poets such as Mirza Ghalib, Sheikh
Muhammad Ibrahim Zauq and Momin Khan Momin, apart from Zafar himself, came up with one creative
gem after another. The author also provides a vivid and fascinating picture of Delhi during the last days of
its cultural and literary splendour as the Mughal capital and as a custodian of Urdu literature and poetry.
Finally, he recounts, in a touching manner, how Zafar spent his last days in Rangoon (where he had been
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depictions of the hunt were commissioned by the royal courts, along with a remarkable series of portraits,
studies of wildlife, and decorative borders. The authoritative text contains much new research, and the
beautifully reproduced color illustrations give this stunning volume wide appeal.
The Mughal Padshah - Jorge Flores 2015-11-16
In The Mughal Padshah Jorge Flores offers both a lucid English translation and the Portuguese original of a
previously unknown account – probably penned by the Jesuit priest Jerónimo Xavier in 1610-11 – of the
court and household of the Mughal Emperor Jahangir (r. 1605-27).
The Mughal Empire at War - Andrew de la Garza 2016-04-28
The Mughal Empire was one of the great powers of the early modern era, ruling almost all of South Asia, a
conquest state, dominated by its military elite. Many historians have viewed the Mughal Empire as
relatively backward, the Emperor the head of a traditional warband from Central Asia, with tribalism and
the traditions of the Islamic world to the fore, and the Empire not remotely comparable to the forward
looking Western European states of the period, with their strong innovative armies implementing the
“military revolution”. This book argues that, on the contrary, the military establishment built by the
Emperor Babur and his successors was highly sophisticated, an effective combination of personnel,
expertise, technology and tactics, drawing on precedents from Europe, the Middle East, Central Asia and
India, and that the resulting combined arms system transformed the conduct of warfare in South Asia. The
book traces the development of the Mughal Empire chronologically, examines weapons and technology,
tactics and operations, organization, recruitment and training, and logistics and non-combat operations,
and concludes by assessing the overall achievements of the Mughal Empire, comparing it to its Western
counterparts, and analyzing the reasons for its decline.
The Empires of the Near East and India - Hani Khafipour 2019-05-14
In the early modern world, the Safavid, Ottoman, and Mughal empires sprawled across a vast swath of the
earth, stretching from the Himalayas to the Indian Ocean to the Mediterranean Sea. The diverse and
overlapping literate communities that flourished in these three empires left a lasting legacy on the political,
religious, and cultural landscape of the Near East and India. This volume is a comprehensive sourcebook of
newly translated texts that shed light on the intertwined histories and cultures of these communities,
presenting a wide range of source material spanning literature, philosophy, religion, politics, mysticism,
and visual art in thematically organized chapters. Scholarly essays by leading researchers provide historical
context for closer analyses of a lesser-known era and a framework for further research and debate. The
volume aims to provide a new model for the study and teaching of the region’s early modern history that
stands in contrast to the prevailing trend of examining this interconnected past in isolation.
Akbar and the Jesuits - Pierre Du Jarric 2004
Reproducing, or summarizing the most valuable of the missionaries' letters written prior to 1610, this
volume makes available the illegible and scattered primary sources on the reign of the Emperor Akbar.
The Decline of the Mughal Empire - Meena Bhargava 2013-12-15
Different aspects of the Mughal Empire-its power, wealth, stability, territoriality, exquisite, surreal
character, and also its 'decline'-have engaged historians for several decades in a complex, contentious
debate. This volume attempts to understand the divergent views and discussions that surround the
withering of the empire and focuses on the different paradigms and assumptions that have shaped the
interpretations on the decline of the Mughal Empire.
Writing Self, Writing Empire - Rajeev Kinra 2015-09-17
A free ebook version of this title is available through Luminos, University of California Press’s new open
access publishing program for monographs. Visit www.luminosoa.org to learn more. Writing Self, Writing
Empire examines the life, career, and writings of the Mughal state secretary, or munshi, Chandar Bhan
“Brahman” (d. c.1670), one of the great Indo-Persian poets and prose stylists of early modern South Asia.
Chandar Bhan’s life spanned the reigns of four different emperors, Akbar (1556-1605), Jahangir
(1605-1627), Shah Jahan (1628-1658), and Aurangzeb ‘Alamgir (1658-1707), the last of the “Great
Mughals” whose courts dominated the culture and politics of the subcontinent at the height of the empire’s
power, territorial reach, and global influence. As a high-caste Hindu who worked for a series of Muslim
monarchs and other officials, forming powerful friendships along the way, Chandar Bhan’s experience
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bears vivid testimony to the pluralistic atmosphere of the Mughal court, particularly during the reign of
Shah Jahan, the celebrated builder of the Taj Mahal. But his widely circulated and emulated works also
touch on a range of topics central to our understanding of the court’s literary, mystical, administrative, and
ethical cultures, while his letters and autobiographical writings provide tantalizing examples of early
modern Indo-Persian modes of self-fashioning. Chandar Bhan’s oeuvre is a valuable window onto a crucial,
though surprisingly neglected, period of Mughal cultural and political history.
The Millennial Sovereign - A. Azfar Moin 2012-10-16
At the end of the sixteenth century and the turn of the first Islamic millennium, the powerful Mughal
emperor Akbar declared himself the most sacred being on earth. The holiest of all saints and above the
distinctions of religion, he styled himself as the messiah reborn. Yet the Mughal emperor was not alone in
doing so. In this field-changing study, A. Azfar Moin explores why Muslim sovereigns in this period began to
imitate the exalted nature of Sufi saints. Uncovering a startling yet widespread phenomenon, he shows how
the charismatic pull of sainthood (wilayat)—rather than the draw of religious law (sharia) or holy war
(jihad)—inspired a new style of sovereignty in Islam. A work of history richly informed by the anthropology
of religion and art, The Millennial Sovereign traces how royal dynastic cults and shrine-centered Sufism
came together in the imperial cultures of Timurid Central Asia, Safavid Iran, and Mughal India. By
juxtaposing imperial chronicles, paintings, and architecture with theories of sainthood, apocalyptic
treatises, and manuals on astrology and magic, Moin uncovers a pattern of Islamic politics shaped by Sufi
and millennial motifs. He shows how alchemical symbols and astrological rituals enveloped the body of the
monarch, casting him as both spiritual guide and material lord. Ultimately, Moin offers a striking new
perspective on the history of Islam and the religious and political developments linking South Asia and Iran
in early-modern times.
The Mughal Emperors - Francis Robinson 2007
Profiles rulers from the thirteenth through the twentieth centuries whose reigns and lands were affected by
Mughal power throughout Iran, Central Asia, Afghanistan, and north and central India, in a series of
biographical portraits that includes coverage of Timur, Shah Abbas the Great, and Akbar the Great.
The Mughal World - Abraham Eraly 2007
It Is Hard To Imagine Anyone Succeeding More Gracefully In Producing A Balanced Overview Than
Abraham Eraly William Dalrymple, Sunday Times, London In The Mughal World Abraham Eraly Continues
His Fascinating Chronicle Of The Grand Saga Of The Mughal Empire. In Emperors Of The Peacock Throne
He Gave Us The Story Of The Lives And Achievements Of The Great Mughal Emperors; In This Book, He
Looks Beyond The Momentous Historical Events To Portray, In Precise And Vivid Detail, The Agony And
Ecstasy Of Life In Mughal India. Combining Scholarly Objectivity With Artful Storytelling The Author
Presents A Lively Panorama Of The Mughal World Emperors And Nobles At Work And Play; Harem Life;
The Profligacy And Extravagance Of The Ruling Class Juxtaposed With The Stark Wretchedness Of The
Common People. Meticulously Researched And Lucidly Narrated The Mughal World Offers Rare Insights
Into The State Of The Empire S Economy, Religious Policies, The Mughal Army And Its Tactics, And The
Glories Of Mughal Art, Architecture, Literature And Music.
The History of Akbar, Volume 8 - Abu`l-fazl Abu`l-fazl 2022-04-04
Unwanted Neighbours - Jorge Flores 2018-06-05
In December 1572 the Mughal emperor Akbar arrived in the port city of Khambayat. Having been raised in
distant Kabul, Akbar, in his thirty years, had never been to the ocean. Presumably anxious with the news
about the Mughal military campaign in Gujarat, several Portuguese merchants in Khambayat rushed to
Akbar’s presence. This encounter marked the beginning of a long, complex, and unequal relationship
between a continental Muslim empire that was expanding into south India, often looking back to Central
Asia, and a European Christian maritime empire whose rulers considered themselves ‘kings of the sea’. By
the middle of the seventeenth century, these two empires faced each other across thousands of kilometres
from Sind to Bijapur, with a supplementary eastern arm in faraway Bengal. Focusing on borderland
management, imperial projects, and cross-cultural circulation, this volume delves into the ways in which,
between c. 1570 and c. 1640, the Portuguese understood and dealt with their undesirably close
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neighbours—the Mughals.
The Princes of the Mughal Empire, 1504-1719 - Munis D. Faruqui 2012-08-27
A new interpretation of the Mughal Empire explores Mughal state formation through the pivotal role of its
princes.
Akbar the Great Mogul, 1542-1605 - Vincent Arthur Smith 1917
Akbar the Great Mogul, 1542-1605 is a biography of Akbar I (reigned, 1556-1605), the third and greatest of
the Mughal emperors of India. The author, Vincent Arthur Smith, was an Irish-born historian and antiquary
who served in the Indian Civil Service before turning to full-time research and scholarship. After assuming
the throne while still a youth, Akbar succeeded in consolidating and enlarging the Mughal Empire. He
instituted reforms of the tax structure, the organization and control of the military, and the religious
establishment and its relationship to the state. He was also a patron of culture and the arts, and he had a
keen interest in religion and the possible sources of religious knowledge. The book traces Akbar's ancestry
and early years; his accession to the throne and his regency under Bayram Khan; his many conquests,
including Bihar, the Afghan kingdom of Bengal, Malwa, Gujarat, Kashmir, Sind, parts of Orissa, and parts of
the Deccan Plateau; and his annexation of other territories through diplomacy, including Baluchistan and
Kandahar. The book devotes considerable attention to Akbar's religious beliefs and interests. On several
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occasions Akbar requested that the Portuguese authorities in Goa send priests to his court to teach him
about Christianity, and the book recounts the stories of the three Jesuit missions organized in response to
these requests. By origin a Sunni Muslim, Akbar also sought to learn from Shiʻite scholars, Sufi mystics,
and Hindus, Jains, and Parsis. The last four chapters of the book are not chronological but deal with the
Akbar's personal characteristics, civil and military institutions in the empire, the social and economic
conditions of the people, and literature and art. The book contains a detailed chronology of the life and
reign of Akbar and an annotated bibliography. Also included are maps and illustrations. Maps of India in
1561 and India in 1605 show the extent of Akbar's conquests, and sketch maps illustrate his main military
campaigns.
The Great Mughals - Anant Pai 2010
"Unlike his ancestors, Genghis Khan and Timur, Babur was no marauding invader who looked at India with
the eyes of a plunderer. The foundation he laid gave rise to one of the most powerful dynasties that ever
ruled India ??? The Mughal Dynasty. This collection tells of Babur's life before he came to India. It traces
the misfortune of his son, Humayun, as he struggled to retain the throne of Delhi, and tells of the glorious
rule of Akbar, the greatest of all Mughals, who cared for his subjects like a father but was unable to
communicate the same love to his son, Jahangir. And finally it tells of the fifth Mughal emperor, Shah Jahan,
whose life touched the heights of joy and the depths of suffering."--Publisher description.
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